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Page 8, line 35: for effected read affected. 

Page 10, line 33: for go read goes. 

Page 16, line 36: for on read than; read such before as. 

Page 17, line 16: omit not before having. 

Page 21, line 34: for Ninez read Noriega. 

Pages 21-22: As explained in Proceedings v. XV, p. 212 n., the utterance about 
a fragment of wood from Libby Prison by ake is coupled with comments 
on the experiment with the “sea-bean.” Disregard the section, and go to 
the Proceedings for the correct treatment of both incidents. 

Page 23, line 9: for medium-sized one read medium sised ones. 

Page 29, line 35: Omit of after give. 

Page 30, line 2: for was read were. 

Page 30, line 29: for fails read fail. 

Page 30, line 30: for effected read affected. 

Page 30, line 36: for lettler read letter. 

Page 32, line 40: for suppose read supposed. 

Page 34, line 10: omit im. 

Page 35, line 33: for relaxed the other, read relaxed, the other. 

Page 37, line 9: for while the other read while from the other. 

Page 38, line 14: insert comma after two. 

Page 39, line 35: for so read do. 

Page 47, line 10: for unright read upright. 

Page 49, line 9: insert to after as. 

Page 51, line 35: for hear read bear with. 

Page 56, line 41: omit phenomena after much. 

Page 162, lines 4 and 17: for protographs read photographs. 

Page 236, line 15: for Carrol read Carrel. 

Page 257, line 17: for Wood read West. 

Page 288, line 45: for Thoman read Thomas. 

Page 323, line 1: for Maebus read Moebius. 

Page 553, line 31: for Drayton read Thomas. 

Page 558, line 2: for as either read either as. 

Page 558, line 17: for nantured read natured. 

Page 583, line 3: for Trubner read Triibner. 

Page 634, line 32: for slothtfulness read slothfulness. 

Page 644: The paragraph beginning “ At a sitting” should be just above the 
paragraph beginning with “Lamb” on page 642. 

Page 651, line 3: for astonome read astronome. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT AND COMMENT. 
Second Meeting of the Advisory Scientific Council. 





The Second Meeting of the Council was held at the City Club, 
New York, Nov. 27th, beginning at 11:30 a. m., and continuing, 
including dinner, until 4:15 p. m. President McDougall oc- 
cupied the chair. 

Reports were read by Dr. Prince and Mr. Dingwall, and dis- 
cussion of points raised followed. 

The Committee on a proposed questionnaire reported through 
its chairman, Prof. H. W. Gardiner, an animated discussion fol- 
lowed, and the matter was referred, together with the suggestions 
which had been made, to the committee, with instructions to re- 
port later. 

On motion of Dr. Henry Holt, it was decided to have a 
monthly meeting of such of the Council as can attend, from 
November to April, to listen to reports and papers and discuss 
matters of relevant interest. Messrs. Holt and Dawson were 
made a committee of arrangements. 

On motion by Dr. Dawson, seconded by Dr. Peterson, resolu- 
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tion of compliment and regret, appropriate to Mr. Dingwall’s 
contemplated resignation, were adopted. 

On motion by Dr. Prince, seconded by Dr. Dana, a resolu- 
tion providing for an Editorial Advisory Committee prevailed, 
and the President appointed Messrs. Holt, Peterson and Dawson. 


Resignation of Mr. Dingwall. 


Mr. E. J. Dingwall, Director of the Department of Physical 
Phenomena, has resigned his position and will return to England 
on the 14th of January. To the hearty commendation and 
sincere regret expressed by the resolution of the Council, the 
Editor would add a word. He has come to entertain for Mr. 
Dingwall a deepening esteem, and thorough appreciation of his 
talents, erudition, and so rare a combination of keen critical 
ability and intellectual fairness. He deplores the necessity of los- 
ing so competent and congenial a colleague, which perhaps need 
not have been, had the Society possessed the means to supply the 
laboratory equipment and funds so peculiarly necessary in order 
to carry on the investigation of physical phenomena. 


Some of the Principles of Psychical Research. 


A number of the maxims or principles which actuate the 
present direction of research and publication in this Society were 
read at the Council meeting, and these seemed to meet ap- 
proval. As their publication has been requested, they are printed 
below. There is nothing novel about them, for they probably 
fairly represent, so far as they go, the spirit of scientific psychical 
research the world over. But they may be useful to some 
readers, such as G. W. K., whose letter is quoted in Conversa- 
stone of this issue. 


(1) The attitude of the investigator should be one of outward ex- 
treme benevolence toward the person who is the subject of experimenta- 
tion, and of extreme inward mental alertness. 


(2) He must not allow any previous dogma, partiality or prejudice, 
nor any personal relation to the person experimented with, to disturb 
his judgment by the weight of a hair, but must consider only the facts 


‘and the logic of the situation in hand. The same principle applies to 
editorial work. 


—_ 
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(3) No ulterior consideration should influence the psychical re- 
searcher as such, such as the support that certain conclusions would give 
to religion, or the comfort that they would confer upon the bereaved. 
He must stick to the facts, regardless of consequences. Psychical re- 
search is not a cause, a cult, nor a propaganda. 


(4) Any expression of opinion on the subject matter of psychical re- 
search must be individual, and not credited to the Society. The Society, 
as such, has no opinions, except that it is desirable to pursue certain 
inquiries by certain methods. 


(5) The criterion of selection for publication is not the class to 
which a case belongs, nor whether its data seem for or against any 
theory, but whether light is thrown thereby on the class of phenomena 
to which it belongs. 


(6) In the language of Dr. Hyslop, “no better service for a large 
class of people can be performed than to serve as a means for the cor- 
rection of illusion and the detection of fraud.” Besides, pure science 
demands the reasoned exclusion of the spurious as well as, and as a 
means to, the fixation of the genuine. The rule should be to give little 
space to obscure instances of imposition which befog the public mind 
in relation to psychical research itself, but where the fraud has filled 
the land with its fame, to treat it as a type of a class, and demolish it 
with such a variety of proofs and with such wealth of analytical detail 
as shall make the paper a source-document useful to researchers every- 
where, as was done in the case of Hodgson and Davey’s expositions 
of the possibilities of mal-observation and erroneous memory in relation 
to slate writing, and also—if I may venture to say so—in the case of 
the analysis of the W. M. Keeler spirit photograph swindle, which had 
been going on for more than forty years. 


(7) It is still the legitimate business of the Society to investigate 
and report alleged cases of telepathy, psychometry, clairvoyance, dows- 
ing, supernormal raps, and various other classes of phenomena, as well 
as what relates directly to the question of spirit survival. 


(8) There is a danger in confining our attention too much to the 
spiritistic, that of becoming narrow and biased in judgment. And 
even from the standpoint of those who are personally convinced of sur- 
vival, there might be advantage in giving for a time more attention to 
borderland phenomena, which may possibly be related to the matters 
which they prefer, and throw light upon these. 

(9) We must continue to recognize the distinction which Dr. Hys- 
lop always insisted upon, that between the possibly genuine communica- 
tion and the evidential one. And there must be no failure to apply the 
criteria by which the conditions of evidentiality have hitherto been 
determined. 

(10) It is of less importance that incidents should be printed as 
soon as they happen than it is that a group of the same species of inci- 
dent should be printed together, providing that the less as well as the 
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more recent were contemporaneously tested, for thus the reader has the 
advantage of whatever cumulative effect there may be, without any real 
loss of scientific procedure. 


(11) It is not permissible for a scientific society to be guided in 
its selection of material by what the public, or even the rank and file 
of its members, like best. 


(12) It is worth while occasionally to print psychological studies 
relevant to our field of inquiry such as studies of the psychoses of de- 
ceiving and being deceived, credulity, and certain biases. Also to 
print an occasional study intended to assist those who wish to learn the 
scientific methods of experimentation, recording, analyzing, etc., if only 
that these may possibly raise one or several competent workers. 













Psychometric Experiments with Maria Reyes de Z. 


PSYCHOMETRIC EXPERIMENTS WITH MARIA 
REYES DE Z. 


By WALTER FRANKLIN PRINCE. 


My own acquaintance with Dr. Pagenstecher began with a 
correspondence which led up to the publication, in the Journal 
of August, 1920, of the striking demonstration of the powers of 
Sefiora Maria Reyes de Z. before a medical commission. Our 
correspondence continued until the weight of the accumulating 
facts induced me to go to Mexico in order to take part in the ex- 
periments. I propose to tell the reader just as frankly as if he 
were sitting opposite me at my desk what I learned about the 
discovery of, and principal experiments with, the remarkable 
psychic referred to. 

I was in Mexico City several weeks, part of the time in Dr. 
Pagenstecher’s house, part the guest of Mr. T. S. Gore, pro- 
prietor of the Hotel Geneve. My sole business was to acquire 
facts of every kind relevant to the experiments. I found the 
doctor to be a man somewhat over sixty years old, looking ten 
years younger, a picture of vigorous manhood. Descended from 
a family prolific in scholars and officials for centuries, he is himself 
a physician of repute, honored by his colleagues in the capital 
city where he has long resided. He was graduated from the 
University of Leipzig. A speaker of unusual ability, he has 
twice been selected to deliver an oration at a great public occasion, 
in the presence of the President and his cabinet. 

Dr. Pagenstecher had been a materialist for forty years. He 
was not looking for any change in his philosophy, nor did he 
have any expectation of strange phenomena when he began to 
hypnotize Senora de Z. for therapeutic purposes. She herself 
was not aware that she possessed any peculiar powers. But when 
she began to manifest knowledge of existing facts supposed to be 
out of the reach of her normal senses, the hypnotizer, actuated 
by that curiosity, or interest in matters yet obscure, which is the 
impelling force of all scientific discovery, began to experiment 
deliberately. The results are exhibited in a book by him to issue 
in due time, and which I had the honor to edit. 
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The letters written to me by Dr. Pagenstecher testify to the 
strenuosity with which he endeavored to maintain his strict 
materialistic principles, and none of them, up to the time of my 
visit to Mexico, distinctly announced relinquishment of these, 
but it was read between the lines that he was hard pushed, and 
even forced over the boundary line. My arrival found him con- 
vinced that, as Huxley admitted, there is something in the uni- 
verse transcending matter and force, and he seemed half amused 
to see himself in a different camp from that which he had oc- 
cupied for forty years, led there by conclusions from the facts 
observed which he did not feel that he could logically and honestly 
evade. A part of the evidence which produced this effect, and 
perhaps the most impelling part, is not contained in his volume. 
One division of this evidence was of a seemingly predictive 
nature. I take the liberty to refer to utterances relating to my- 
self, as examples. Before I arrived, the medium, in a state of 
hypnotic trance, gave a description of my peculiar characteristics 
as an investigator which, had it been made at the close of the 
visit, would have impressed me as showing shrewd observation. 
She also stated that I would bring twelve or fourteen objects 
for her to psychometrize. Actually fourteen were brought, 
though only part were used. And she affirmed that the objects 
brought by me would not be of a nature to bring the best results 
and that these results, taken alone, would not be fully satisfactory 
to me, but that other tests would be more satisfactory, all of 
which corresponded with the after facts. The doctor was warned 
to heed every suggestion which I made and to allow me to experi- 
ment in my own way, else I would be dissatisfied. It is true that 
had the doctor, with the most honest purpose of demonstrating 
the medium’s work, insisted in carrying out an arranged program, 
I would not have been satisfied, no matter what I saw. The same 
would of course be true of other investigators in my place, but it 
is by no means true of all, and it emphatically does characterize 
me. The reader must understand that the medium’s statements 
were recorded before my arrival. The most extraordinary in- 
stances of apparent prevision I do not feel at liberty to narrate, 
but they will probably be given out later. 

When I arrived in Mexico, I was prepared, with malice pro- 
pense, to suspect, as a method of procedure, anyone or anything 
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having to do with the experiments. Some say that this method 
dooms in advance the prospect of getting psychic results. I have 
not found this to be the case. So long as the investigator’s out- 
ward demeanor puts the subject at ease, inward mental alertness 
even to the point of strong suspicion, does not interfere with genu- 
ine results. Mediums of a certain class excuse their unwilling- 
ness to have me present by reference to injurious “ vibrations,” 
but I have noted that even fraudulent results are not stopped by 
my vibrations if my identity is unknown to the medium. 

To be sure, it was known to me that a man of vigorous in- 
tellect and scientific bent had abandoned the convictions of a life- 
time for others not generally approved by his own class. It was 
evident that great moral courage had been manifested in going be- 
fore a medical society at least mostly composed of skeptics and 
demanding that there be placed on record his affirmation that “ in 
order to hear, to see, to smell, and to taste it is not absolutely 
necessary to have ears, eyes, tongue and nose,” and that a com- 
mission be appointed to test his statements by personally partici- 
pating in experiments with Sefiora de Z. Such a claim seriously 
jeopardized his professional standing and his practice itself, un- 
less he could substantiate his claims. It was certain that, in 
spite of their general skepticism of such matters, the commission, 
including some of the leading physicians of Mexico, did witness 
to the success of the strange experiments in which they shared. 

It was difficult to see how the experimenter could have any 
motive to deceive others or to wish to deceive himself. And yet, 
might there not, in spite of all, be facts which had eluded his and 
the commission’s vigilance, which the diligent search of one who 
had analyzed a multitude of claims might discover, and which 
would render a normal explanation of the whole matter ? 

I found Dr. Pagenstecher a man who had been through a 
great inward debate and had come to certain conclusions foreign 
and unwelcome to his former thinking, yet interrogating his latest 
experiments almost as though they were his first ones. Candid 
and modest, he was able calmly to discuss any suggested pos- 
sibility. I was at liberty to introduce any feature I wanted into 
the experiments, any original or collateral document or article was 
instantly forthcoming at my request, and every question cheer- 
fully answered. In short, I found a man of sincerity, an able 
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thinker and patient investigator of a strong scientific bent, who 
welcomed the fresh analysis of the facts by another and intensely 
critical mind. 

Sefiora de Z., also, 1 studied in every possible manner, in the 
sittings, in her home, and on social occasions. She proved to be 
a woman of good sense and medium education, who takes her 
gift in a matter-of-fact fashion, without any appearance of ela- 
tion, and though she is interested to know that what she says in 
trance tallies with the facts, I did not gain the impression that she 
would care for the experiments were it not for gratitude to the 
man who, by his professional skill, probably saved her life. She 
is not a spiritualist, but on the contrary, owing to her discovery 
of fraud during a brief contact with spiritualism when a girl, has 
always felt repugnance toward it. Without her knowledge, I ex- 
amined her small library and found almost nothing of an occult 
nature in it. She is the mother of a large family. 

Other psychical researchers will nod sympathetically when 
they read that I frequently see the evidential value of promising 
claims dissolve or become thin under the acid test of examination. 

3ut in very many particulars I found, both while in Mexico and 
since returning to New York, that Dr. Pagenstecher understated 
his facts, or in his first exposition of them failed to note eviden- 
tial features. The gravest error which he made in preparing the 
book was in allowing an artist who was engaged to reproduce the 
drawing by Sefiora de Z. of a scene in her vision, to alter certain 
features of the supposed church, the arch and the columns, the 
object of the redrawing probably being to get lines which would 
photograph well. I sent for the original drawing and found that 
the artist’s small alterations had in almost every instance created 
minor discrepancies between the vision and the real architecture. 
Substituting the original drawing, the discrepancies mostly dis- 
appear, and it will appear in the book, as it should in any case do. 
I do not remember an instance where an alteration was made in 
the manuscript, at my suggestion, in the interest of exactitude, and 
evidentiality was effected thereby, that it did not result in en- 
hancement of the evidentiality, rather than diminution. This is 
really a remarkable statement, but I believe it a true one. There 
are still trance statements which have not been tested in detail, 
from the difficulty of finding printed data. But such additional 
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data as I have myself been able to find almost invariably was in 
favor of the trance statements, and whatever may be the case in 
the future, I do not seem as yet to have been able to dispute any- 
thing on the basis of research. Take even the case of the “ Egyp- 
tian Princess Mosaic’ which Dr. Pagenstecher is inclined to think 
is an ancient Egyptian product. I, on the contrary, doubted this 
because I did not have knowledge that the Egyptians did mosaic 
work of such minute character, and did not believe that they were 
capable of that type of portraiture. Even if I was right, the inter- 
est of the incident would not be destroyed, since the medium had 
no knowledge of what was represented on the object between her 
fingers. We would have, in that case, a “ thought picture”’ of a 
kind, mysteriously evoked by holding the mosaic, or by some other 
process. But a part of my objections proved groundless, as I 
found that the ancient Egyptians were capable of making mosaics 
so minute that a glass almost is necessary to tell that they are not 
painting, and also that at least as long ago as the Ptolemaic 
period, Egyptian portraiture in part was of a similar type. 

As already stated, and as Sefiora de Z. predicted, the objects 
taken by me to Mexico for psychometrizing were not properly 
selected, it appears, to produce the fullest results, yet it is at least 
odd that I am able to contradict hardly a single particular 
which was stated. Some that I thought erroneous at the time 
proved correct. Several details that I am now uncertain about 
are at least near the truth, and may be literally accurate, while of 
the few which now seem to be unlikely, the only one yet dis- 
proved may easily be erroneous from mere inference. One fact 
which turned out quite other than I expected at the time, related 
to an object which I picked up on the beach at Vera Cruz. I 
had owned one like it for several years, given me under the name 
of ‘sea bean.’”’ I am no botanist, and when I found a duplicate 
among the seaweed on the beach, I was the more confirmed in the 
supposition that it was the large seed of a marine plant. But 
the entranced lady, holding the object rigidly between the tips of 
her fingers, talked of seeing tall tropical trees growing in a forest 
near some water. After the sitting was over, I told Dr. Pagen- 
stecher that I thought the vision in error, and he responded: 
“With my experience, I bet on her horse rather than yours.” 
The seed or nut was taken to two professional botanists, a Ger- 
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man and a Mexican, and both unhesitatingly declared it to be 
from such a tree as the medium had described, and said that the 
nut often falls into a river or is washed into it by freshets and at 
length turns up on an ocean beach. While I shall continue to 
look for data contradicting yet unverified details, it must be con- 
fessed that my labors thus far have not been encouraging in that 
direction. 

Among the many commendable precautions observed by Dr. 
Pagenstecher was the adoption of a schedule of queries by which 
to elicit full reports from the entranced medium of what she saw, 
the questions being of particular wording and in a particular 
order ; and he likewise took pains to speak in a uniform tone and 
manner. Though, of course, in the many cases where he did not 
himself know the history of the object until later, it would have 
been impossible for him to give her any inadvertent hint. 

The author of the book discusses the telepathic theory in 
application to his experiments, and gives many instances wherein 
at least no one in the room knew the facts. I have a few words 
to say upon this theme. The evidence from the many reported 
series of experiments for telepathy generally indicates that eviden- 
tial results depend upon some “ agent ” concentrating his attention 
upon the selected objects, and thinking hard about them. More- 
over, nearness between “ agent ”’ and “ percipient ” seems to favor 
results. The appearance is that when results at a long distance 
are obtained some kind of sympathetic relation has at least usu- 
ally been preestablished between the two. 

But, generally, the work of Sefiora de Z. does not look like 
telepathy, measured by the data referred to. I say generally, 
mainly because one would be inclined to credit certain incidents 
to telepathy, in sheer desperation, not knowing how else to account 
for them, unless he had recourse to spirits, which would be 
another desperate refuge so far as the evidence for these particu- 
lar incidents go. But take the case of the “ sea-bean” already 
mentioned. In my ignorance, I was telepathing to her, if any- 
thing, that the object was picked on the beach, whereas she re- 
ferred it to a tropical forest; that it was the seed of a sea-plant, 
whereas she associated it with an inland tree. And it can hardly 
be supposed that any botanist in the world was cancelling the 
force of my impression by his energetic thinking of the true na- 
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ture of the object, seeing that not a person in the world but my- 
self knew what I had picked up and what I put between her rigid 
fingers. Another incident out of many is that of the two bows of 
satin ribbon made to resemble each other in every particular, one 
of which had a peculiar history, as a bow; the other having been 
specially made for the experiment from a roll of ribbon purchased 
ina shop. No one but myself knew which I put in the medium’s 
fingers, and in fact I did not know, for I somehow got the firm 
impression that the one made for the occasion was the other. 
Regretting that I had, as I supposed, identified the bow first given 
her, I did my best to keep from thinking about it, although I re- 
gard that as an impossible feat. But if the results had tallied with 
the facts, it would have been said that the medium got them by 
telepathy from my mind. Certainly I was under the impression, 
as I heard her tell a peculiar history, and then, with the other bow 
simply describe a scene of ribbon manufacture, that the stories 
had become misplaced. But they had not been. And since 
the only other person in the room who knew anything about the 
objects had his back turned until I covered the bow and hands 
with a cloth, no one was in a position to annul my hypothetical 
telepathic message with his stronger one. The reader of the book 
will observe how many cases there are where no one in the room 
knew anything about the object. But I have stated two cases 
where the only person who knew what objects were employed, 
had false impressions about them, yet the truth prevailed. 

While we have no real right to isolate particular experiments, 
since a theory, to account for phenomena, must embrace them all, 
yet let us take the case of an Egyptian amulet, and another very 
interesting one connected with an old French jewel. The former 
elicited the very graphic panorama of a royal funeral to be con- 
tained in the book. The other brought an equally dramatic and 
detailed scene connected with the French Revolution, not yet 
reported. At least many of the details given of Egyptian 
customs can be vindicated, and the other scene was at least in 
part true, and the unknown details articulate with the known in 
perfect keeping and verisimilitude. It may be said that supposing, 
in these two cases and certain others, the nature of the object 
could once have been learned by telepathy, the description would 
follow as a matter of course. But here is a difficulty which stag- 








12 Journal of the American Society for Psychical Research. 


gers me. Are we to ascribe to this simple, moderately educated 
Mexican woman, with few books and for many years burdened 
with the care of a large family, such erudition and enormous 
mnemonic faculty that it is credible that, the moment the nature 
of an object becomes (hypothetically) known to her, she can reel 
off a string of statements about another country and age which is 
relevant, and at the same time composed of true facts and in part 
of claimed facts which it seems impossible to confute? If a col- 
lege professor, on having a series of objects actually named and 
assigned to their places of origin could, without notice, describe 
the Roman Forum from two points of view, (never having 
travelled), describe persons, costumes, manners, and specific acts 
fitting a particular chapter of the French Revolution, give in de- 
tail the scene of human sacrifice so well vindicated by Dr. Pagen- 
stecher’s Appendix 12, paint a veracious scene of deep-sea life, 
depict an Austrian royal procession which perfectly fits time and 
place, etc., I should think him a monster of learning. 

Confining our attention for the moment to those cases where- 
in the experimenter was acquainted with other Jands and periods, 
the fact that besides the verified statements there were others 
which, though in keeping, were not known and may even yet not 
have been verified, is one of the most significant as tending 
against the telepathy theory. Had the medium’s story been 
coterminous with the knowledge of anyone in the room, or all 
combined, I could entertain that theory. Or had the unknown 
parts been easily accessible in books, I could conceive of subcon- 
scious memory and subconscious telepathing. But when I find 
neither one nor all present know a part of the facts afterward 
found to be true, that some details require diligent research to as- 
certain, and that other details, while still unverified, yet are ren- 
dered the more plausible by research, I am forced to say: this does 
not look like telepathy ; on the contrary, it is exactly what I would 
expect if I were certain that the medium actually was looking 
upon a scene remote in time or place. For it would be unlikely 
that all the details relative to some scene in the long past or far 
distant history of an object should be known to me (unless I was 
an actor therein) or laid down in books. 

Another man might have become angry at being subjected to 
the Sherlock Holmesing that Dr. Pagenstecher took with so much 
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good nature. For instance, I sought an interview with a young 
German soldier who, after an object whose history was unknown 
to any one else had been psychometrized in his absence, told the 
story so remarkably corresponding with what the psychic had 
said. Sitting with him at one end of the room, while the doctor 
and his wife were at the other, I made a remark about his telling 
about the battle before the experiment was made, speaking in a 
casual way as though this were the accepted thing to do. It was 
good as a play to see the perplexity in the young man’s face, suc- 
ceeded by surprise, as he responded: “ I never told them a thing.” 
From his demeanor alone, I would have been convinced that he 
told the truth and that the doctor, even as he affirms, was ignorant 
of the scene until after the medium described it. 

Another of my mean tricks may be worth relating. Dur- 
ing a sitting, I suddenly passed the doctor a written para- 
graph prefaced by a request for him to recite it to the medium. 
The paragraph read about as follows; ‘“‘ You remember that I 
told you about the Spaniard who was drowned, before we had 
the sitting!’ I am witness, also, that the doctor uttered the 
Spanish rendition with the energy and ring of conviction which 
is usually operative in trance in producing a false impression. 
3ut the medium knitted her brows, shook her head, and strenu- 
ously denied the truth of what the hypnotizer had hinted so 
vigorously. Uttered as the words were, and considering the 
established rapport, there would certainly have been an admission 
had there been any ground for it. 

The question naturally suggested itself whether the medium 
was not able to draw inferences in some cases from feeling the 
object over, it being conceded that she could not by sight, since 
her eyes remained fast closed. There are two answers to this in- 
quiry. The first is that hundreds of tests indicated the inhibition 
of all her senses. These were the tests always hitherto employed 
and regarded by psychologists as determinative. If it be sus- 
pected that the condition did not remain fixed during the progress 
of an experiment, then all previous reports of the kind are 
vitiated. Once, in my presence, a bystander so deeply ran a needle 
under her nails that she suffered much pain on coming to con- 
sciousness, but she did not flinch. She did not feel, see, smell, or 
taste, and heard only what she was told to hear. The second 
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answer is that once the tips of her fingers were all placed upon 
an object they remained rigidly upon it, and there never once was 
an appearance of feeling it over. And, thirdly, in the course of 
Dr. Pagenstecher’s experiments, many objects would not have 
given any hint as what was afterwards stated had they been felt 
over with the utmost impunity. One of the experiments related in 
the book is that of presenting, first a leaf from a tablet, having 
on it a note written by a person just after being stricken with 
apoplexy, another from the same tablet, written upon at a 
quickly succeeding and more serious stage of the attack, and 
a third upon which nothing was written. The scenes evoked by 
the first two, as testified by two persons present when help was 
summoned, were identically the same except that the second took 
up the dramatic details of the real scene at a little later period 
than the first, and carried it on a little farther. But the third 
leaf brought nothing but a picture of the manufacture of paper. 
If the psychic had felt over every part of the three papers she 
could have gained no information, nor any if she had looked at 
them without reading, smelled of them, tapped them at her ear 
and tasted them. She might even have read the contents of the 
two, and still she could not have surmised the most of the details 
which she told. 

An interesting circumstance is that often a detail was given 
by the medium in its phenomenal aspect, that is, as it would have 
appeared to her had she actually been present under the given con- 
ditions. For example, she described a procession in a foreign 
city seen at night by artificial light. The flags she said were of 
two colors “ dark and white.” This was wrong as to the actual 
colors, black and golden-yellow, but had she been actually looking 
at the flag carried at a little distance from her in dimly lighted 
(the event took place 65 years ago) streets at night, she might 
have said: “‘ They are dark (or black) and white.” When a piece 
of marble from the Roman Forum was put into her hands, the 
first impression she got was that a town was building, but after- 
ward she noted the fragments and broken columns and announced 
that she saw ruins. The evidentiality of the incident is to be 
found in other details, but if one should be set down at one end of 
the Forum in the light of the moon he might, for a few moments, 
have the same impression. 
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The most of the experiments alluded to above were not 
among those witnessed by me. I was able to have only eight 
sittings because the medium is never well, and the length and 
complexity of our sittings demanded long rests. And the eighth 
sitting was not for psychometry. It could not be expected that 
in only seven sittings I, a stranger, should get the result that the 
doctor, who lives near at hand, and with whom the medium is en 
rapport, got in scores of sittings. Nor do the results with the ob- 
jects which I carried to Mexico for the purpose appear to have 
come near the doctor’s general average in value and interest. Curi- 
ously, as already stated, this accorded with a prediction made by 
the medium in trance before I arrived, as did the number of ob- 
jects taken (fourteen, while she said they would be “ twelve or 
fourteen’. Nevertheless there are bits of interest attached to the 
scanty data given on holding my objects, and other experiments 
under my control are well worth recording. 

The doctor’s method is to hypnotize Sra. de Z. by holding a 
polished metal button about eighteen inches in front of her eyes, 
and to complete the process, after her eyes have closed, by passes. 
He questions her, and when she announces that she is asleep the 
experiments begin. 


I. EXPERIMENTS OF MARCH 29th, 1921. 


Besides the psychometry, there were experiments in most of 
the sittings to show peculiar reactions in the medium. I will 
quote these quite fully from my report of the first, on March 29th, 
1921. Full details of all that I summarize in this Journal will 
be found in the next Proceedings. 


At this sitting, besides the subject, Sra. de Z., Dr. Pagenstecher, 
whom I will hereafter usually designate as Dr. G. P., and myself, 
there were present Dr. Viramontes and Mr. T. S. Gore, proprietor 
of Hotel Genéve. 

The experiments for testing the “ blocking of the senses” were 
carried on too fast for me to make such memoranda as I desired. 

There were a number of experiments in which I silently touched 
portions of Dr. G. P.’s body or indicated them in English, which the 
medium does not understand, and the latter would get an impression 
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like a wave of cold in the corresponding portion of her body. When 
the psychic’s eyelids were opened, her eyeballs would be found 
rolled up so that only the whites were visible. 

Then there were experiments arranged as to their order by me in 
which Dr. G. P. made movements before her face, in different direc- 
tions, and of varying character, and I was told that the psychic 
always told the character and location of the movement. Generally, 
as the psychic answered in Spanish, someone present would trans- 
late the gist of it for my benefit. I banged a gong in her ear, but 
she did not flinch. But I would have preferred that the gong had 
not tinkled when it was handed me. However, a little later 1 clapped 
my hands loudly close to her ear without any warning whatever. 
Not only did she testify, as in answer to other questions, that she 
had no sensation, but she did not flinch or start in the slightest, so 
far as I could see. 

Then a flash-light was cast upon her eyes. I thought I saw a 
slight twitch. When done a second time there was none. 

Salt and sugar were placed in turn upon her tongue and swal- 
lowed. She answered that she could not tell what they were. 

The olfactory sense was tested with ammonia and perfume in 
turn. 

Mr. Gore pricked deeply under her finger-nails with a pin, and 
on the back of the hand. I saw no flinching nor the least sign of 
discomposure. Mr. Gore thought there was a slight reaction when 
first she was pricked under the nail, but none afterward. 

Now the experiments took the form of demonstrating the trans- 
fer of Dr. G. P.’s sensations to the hypnotized subject, or at least 
her becoming aware of them as though they were her own. 

(a) A flash-light was directed into Dr. G. P.’s eyes. I watched 
her closely and saw her flinch strongly as the light flashed into his 
eyes. 

(b) Mr. Gore pricked Dr. G. P. in various places, and as I under- 
stood it to be said by those who understood Spanish, she invariably 
located the right place. Here I extemporized an alteration in the 
conditions. I first pinched Dr. G. P.’s ear with my arm behind him, 
and other places on his ear, as his elbow, and understood that she 
reported correctly. I had him put his hands behind his back, and 
standing so that even if her eyes had been open in full consciousness, 
she could neither have seen where I touched him nor judged with 
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any near accuracy by our position. I pinched his right thumb and 
one or two other places, and it was reported that she correctly located 
the pinches. 

Then he was caused to smell different substances. I hope that 
the report of Mr. Gore will be more precise as to results, as I was 
handicapped by not knowing Spanish. But I understood that she 
expressed dissatisfaction when the ammonia was put to his nostrils, 
but stated that she did not know what was the substance when 
cologne, etc., were used, explaining that she had a cold. Dr. G. P. 
says that she had previously told him that she feared that some of 
the results would be negative on account of her cold. I requested 
an empty vial and received it. Lest the medium should, in some 
way, guess my intention, I first experimented again with one of the 
previous vials, then silently presented the empty one to the doctor’s 
nostrils. She said that she got nothing. She did not now add 
(whether this has significance or not) any remark about not having 
a cold. 

Then the experiments were directed to the demonstration of 
what Dr. Pagenstecher regards as a discovery that the seeming 
emanation of force from his hands, felt by her as a cold wave, and 
usually felt more strongly from his right hand than his left, may 
nevertheless be made momentarily stronger in his left by the exer- 
cise of his will. There were a number of experiments wherein he 
indicated by signs or speaking in English, which Sefiora de Z. does 
not understand, when he was about to make her feel the sensation 
more strongly on her right side, and all appeared to be successful. 

Dr. Pagenstecher also believes that his experiments have demon- 
strated that the force (if it be that) emanating from him may be 
increased or decreased by intercepting between his extended hands 
and the psychic some colored material. It appeared from what took 
place in my presence that an effect was produced by the colored 
glove put on, whether the effect was direct or indirect, primary or 
associational. When a red glove was put on the left hand, the 
medium would report an increased effect on that side; when a green 
glove was put on upon the right hand, the medium’s report indicated 
that green had an inhibiting influence. But I do not, at present, 
see how it can be certain that, having at the first stage of the ex- 
periments entertained the theory or suspected that red lent power, 
and green and other colors decreased it, the operator may not be 
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subconsciously exerting his will when he wears the red glove, and 
ceasing to exert it when he wears gloves of another color. To test 
whether there was any groove of the order of presentation gotten 
into unconsciously, I silently handed Dr. G. P. the green glove just 
after it had been so used once, and made signs for him to put it on 
his right hand. He did so, and the reaction in the medium’s con- 
sciousness was repeated. Then I had him put the red glove upon 
his left hand, and the appropriate result followed. 

Experiments in transferred sensation were resumed. The me- 
dium could not taste the sugar and salt when they were put on 
Dr. G. P.’s tongue, owing again, as she said to her cold. Without 
notice I put the ammonia bottle to the doctor’s nose, silently. This 
was a success. She sharply shrank. The vials, I should have said, 
were of the same shape and size. 

A watch was put to Dr. G. P.’s ear. The medium said she 
heard “ tic-tac, tic-tac.” Mr. Gore took out his watch and sug- 
gested that I put that to the other ear at the same time. Instead, I 
slipped his watch into my pocket unseen, and presenting a watch 
with my right hand toward the Doctor’s ear, only pretended with 
capped hand to hold Mr. Gore’s watch to the other ear. Dr. G. P. 
did not, at least at first, realize that only one watch was in contact. 
The medium swiftly brought her hand up to the region of her right 
ear and said: “ Something molests me.” To one witnessing this, 
especially, it was an impressive result. It seemed to echo Dr. 
G. P.’s own uncertainty at first in regard to what was happening to 
his left ear—the one opposite the right ear of Sefiora de Z. 

Up to this time, as appears always to be the case in connection 
with this class of experiments, there had been no eatalepsy (bodily 
rigidity). But when an object is put into her hands for psychome- 
trizing, the hands become cataleptic. This is always the case. About 
two minutes elapse before her vision begins. 

After further passes by Dr. G. P., I gave Sra. Z. a fragment of 
marble with carvings upon it, and silently watched to see if her 
fingers felt it over, or fumbled, giving any ground for a theory what 
she subconsciously endeavored to estimate it by its contour, texture, 
and so on. Regarding this and the other two objects put into her 
hands at this sitting, my conclusion was without any misgiving that 
there is no such movement of the fingers, or any ground for such a 
suspicion. The ten fingers came into contact, the thumbs on the 
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back, the tips of the fingers on the front, in the most direct and 
simple manner, and contact once established, remained immovable, 
as catalepsy set in. At the end of each experiment I took the object 
away with difficulty, removing the fingers almost singly, by effort. 


Experiment with Piece of Marble. 


Here I refer to Mr. Gore’s report, Psychometric Tests, Speci- 
men No. 1. 


“Marble Fragment placed by Prince in her hands. Medium 
says she feels uncomfortable.” 


[The following questions were put by Dr. G. P. The answers 
by the medium are printed in italics. ] 

Do you see anything? Not yet. 

And now? Very confused. 

Do you see anything? Very dark. 

Where are you? Jn the light of tle moon. 

On the street or an open place? Jn an open place. 

Do you see people? No. 

What do you see? Many things, I do not know what. 

What do they look like? Like ruins. 

Is it cool or warm? Some arches and columns. Ruins. Very dis- 
tant, far, 100 meters (1000 years), no people, night time. Little 
light. I do not see well. Pieces on all sides. Cut stones. 
High mountains afar, somewhat pointed. Nobody. Night very 
dark. Difficult to see. Some (ruins) covered with vegetation, 
specially those remaining standing. Moss. 


My own contemporaneous report proceeds: 


Mr. Gore could not get everything down. I supplement by saying 
that I distinctly remember that Dr. G. P. said the time must be 
1,000 years or more ago, and he says that she said 100 meters. 
(Dr. G. P. has a theory that every meter of distance at which the 
psychic sees the objects of her vision corresponds roughly to 10 
years of the time which has elapsed since the date represented by the 
vision. This sounds fantastic, and maybe it is, but the data given 
in the book show many close parallels.) Also Dr. G. P. told me, 
before Mr. Gore’s report came to hand, that she spoke of the stone 
as not looking like marble. (I remember that he said so at the 
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time, translating for my benefit), and that she said that it was in 
part yellowish and in part dark. She also got the impression of a 
volcano at a distance. 

Today, March 30th, Dr. G. P. questioned her as to her post- 
hypnotic recollections and she said that she herself seemed to be in 
a hole. She was inclined to think the stone may have been marble, 
but it was much discolored. The top of the mountain seemed in- 
visible, but some distance above it, she saw fire shoot several times. 
She thinks she got an impression of a volcano because, it being 
moonlight, and stars visible, there could have been no storm; besides, 


lightning would not come successively in the same place. Therefore 
a volcano. 


Now as to the facts. The object presented was a small piece 
of chiseled marble, given me by a school museum in which it was 
labelled as from the ancient Samaritan Temple on Mt. Gerazim, 
Palestine. The particulars stated by the medium were not many 
and they did not at all correspond with the picture then in any 
mind, the same I have always had when I looked at the fragment. 
Without any knowledge of how the ruins look, I had pictured a 
large, stately stone building with pillars, partly standing and 
partly in ruins. There was, then, no appearance as of reading 
my mind. 

I do not know how the actual ruins look, and have not yet 
succeeded in finding out. I do not know whether or not there was 
even an active volcano in sight of Mt. Gerazim. Herein is one of 
the reasons why some of my objects will be ill-selected. I should 
have chosen such as I had wider information regarding. If this 
experiment stood alone, there would attach to it the suspicion that 
the psychic had Pompeii and Mt. Vesuvius in mind, from the com- 
bination “hole in the ground ”’ and pointed mountain. Yet the 
suspicion might be quite misleading. In fact, Pompeii is pretty 
much out of the ground now, while 1000 years ago there proba- 
bly was not even a hole. And whether or not there are holes 
near the Samaritan ruins, I do not know. About all that can now 
be said is that the marble fragment came from ruins (whereas it 
might not have done so), did not externally look like marble, 
though the broken side did, was “in part yellowish, and in part 
dark,’ and that mountains of imposing heights are to be seen in 
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several directions from Mt. Gerazim at a distance of from twenty 
to thirty miles. These statements are true. And now that we 


think of it, Vesuvius is not “afar” from Pompeii, which nestles 
at its very foot. 


Experiment with “ Sea Bean.” 


The next object placed by me in the ulin hands I had 
picked up a few days earlier amid the seaweed on the shore of the 
Gulf of Mexico at Vera Cruz. I had long owned one like it, 
which had been given me under the name of “ sea-bean.” Not be- 
ing a botanist I supposed it belonged to a marine plant, and this 
impression was confirmed by finding another specimen with a 
mass of seaweed. But the entranced lady began to say, accord- 
ing to the incomplete notes taken by Mr. Gore: 


There are trees. 6 to 7 in the morning, in a forest. Many 
trees, luxuriant growth, not Mexican. Big trees, not tropical. Noise 
of axes of the wood-cutters. I see no people. Birds. Water among 
the trees reflecting the sun. Neither cold nor very warm. 


Dr. G. P. translated portions of what was said as she pro- 
ceeded, and I was strongly of the opinion that all was wrong, for 
ought she not to have pictured, either the sea-coast with a small 
brown oval object lying there, or else plants in the depths of the 
sea? After the sitting, I told Dr. G. P. that the picture of the 
forest was all probably incorrect and why. He replied in con- 
fident tones: ‘“‘ With my experience, I bet on her horse rather 
than yours. We will both go to the botanist tomorrow and test 
the matter.” This we did, and the professor of botany in the 
German school, Karl Reiche, made and signed this statement : 


“The submitted seed proceeds from a tree, apparently belonging 
to the family of Leguminosae, which grows in the jungles of the 
tropics quite frequently. Through rainfalls or inundations, said 
seeds are carried into the rivers and then into the sea, from where 
they are again ejected onto the shore by the waves.” 


Not content, Dr. G. P. showed the specimen to a Mexican 
botanist of high standing, T. M. Ninez, whose signed statement I 
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have. He also says that the object is the seed of a tree of the 
leguminosa family, and adds that it grows in warm and humid 
regions, such as are found in the Mexican States of Chiapas and 
Tabasco. The nut may easily have drifted up from’ say, Hon- 
duras, which is “ not Mexican.” All these regions are technically 
within the tropics. If I had been able to understand Spanish, 1 
should have asked what she meant by tropical. It may well be 
(how often I have found that persons not highly cultured mean 
otherwise by a word than I had supposed!) that she meant that 
it did not seem hot, and that would be so during a part of the 
year. She saw water, reflecting the sun, perhaps such a river as 
Professor Reiche speaks of. 


Experiment with Ivory Paper Cutter. 


The third object presented was an ivory paper knife. This 
had some time before been psychometrized, and Dr. G. P. sug- 
gested that it be used again as a demonstration of what he had 
often proved, namely, that the same object calls up the same 
vision. The psychic’s fingers closed on and remained fixedly in 
contact with only the flat surface. I do not see why it might not, 
granting that there was subconscious perception of surface, 
weight, etc., have been of some entirely different material, say 
of celluloid or polished ebony, (forming) an object of similar 
flatness and smoothness. And there had been experiments with 
objects of the same shape and substance, but of different histories, 
(see Journal of August, 1920) which had yielded the same and 
correct stories, both on the first and the second trials. In the case 
of the paper-cutter, it will be of interest to readers of Dr. G. P.’s 
forthcoming book, which tells of the first trial, to see that at the 
second almost the same details are given in almost the same order. 
The first time the operator withdrew the object when Sra. de Z. 
cried out, fearing emotional ravages. This time he let it remain 
a few minutes longer, and details were added. These are Mr. 
Gore’s notes of what was said : 


“Third Object. An ivory paper cutter. (Provided by Dr. 
G. P.) Medium: Heat, perspiring. Open fields, palms, trees, big 
ones with creepers ; up high in the grass, higher than me, are some 
negroes underneath a roof among the trees, roof of grass. Eight 
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negroes are observing something. Clothes not modern. Breech 
clothes, they do not smoke, they have bows and arrows. I wonder 
what they are waiting for. In the distance they heard noises and 
movements in the grass. Large animals are coming. Very thick, 
I do not see them yet. The grass moves. One behind the other, 
elephants which raise and bring out their trunks. They come 
towards the negroes. These prepare their arrows, now they shoot 
them, the elephants raise their ears (the negroes shoot arrows into 
the ears) now one falls, one of the medium-sized one. When they 
raise their ears, they shoot at them. They lift their trunks seeking, 
screams, they are disturbed (they become furious) now the second 
one falls, a little one, they are furious, they leave the path but they 
(the negroes) continue shooting ; the biggest one falls, three fallen, 
there were about fourteen. I do not see well for the grass. The 
negroes come down. They approach to see them (the fallen ele- 
phants). Not many. The elephants now depart and the negroes 
follow. Many monkeys, big and small, two or three the size of 
Dr. G. P. Very ugly, they throw cocoanuts and stones (at the 
fallen elephants) the small ones come down from the trees. The 
elephants are dying. (At this point the medium gave a shriek that 
startled us and began to tremble violently, finally she was able to 
speak and explained that the large elephant had seized a monkey 
with his trunk and threw him violently against a tree, the monkey 
falling to the ground immovable whilst the rest of the monkeys ran 
up into the trees.)” 


My own report says: 


It was interesting to see how the face, so immobile in the first 
two psychometrical experiments, expressed amusement when she 
talked of the monkeys, and strong emotion, not exactly fright, but 
that, I would think, of being surprised and startled as she gave a 
sharp double cry—a sort of “ Uh-hah!”—and her head jerked back. 
Mr. Gore has not stated what Dr. G. P. reports, that after the monkey 
was thrown, the elephant’s trunk came forward and it seemed to the 
psychic as though he were reaching for her. 





Il. EXPERIMENTS OF MARCH 30th, 1921. 


The second sitting was, like the first, held in Dr. Pagen- 
stecher’s office in the evening, the medium, Dr. G. P., myself, Dr. 
Viramontes, Mr. Gore, and Mr. Starr-Hunt, an American lawyer 
residing in Mexico, being present. 

I was aware of the nature of the test to be made. It appears 
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that some time before my arrival, a communication had been re- 
ceived by Dr. Pagenstecher from an old friend of his, Mr. H., a 
man of large wealth and high standing, whose name I know, 
though it cannot for certain reasons be given here. I saw a pile 
of his letters of previous dates, and there is no question that he 
was the writer of the present one. The letter contained an 
envelope doubly sealed, with wax, also a small folded paper im- 
possible to read without breaking a number of wax seals, of 
which two bear the clear impression of a signet ring. 

It is a pity to abbreviate the story, but all documents and de- 
tails will be given in the Proceedings. Mr. H.’s open letter, 
which I read before the test, referred with respect to the peculiar 
powers of Sra. de Z., and stated that an occasion had come when 
these could be employed, not only for scientific ends, but for a 
practical one in behalf of a friend of the writer. It begged the 
doctor to have the document under the several seals put into the 
medium’s hands, and have her, if possible, identify the writer of 
it ; give details as to sex, age, stature, color of skin, hair and eyes; 
describe the clothing and, if a man, state whether he was smooth- 
shaven, bearded or moustached; and describe anything that the 
person did or experienced. To do this in the presence of wit- 
nesses and have them attest the record to be sent to him. 

The doctor, upon receiving this, thought it would be well to re- 
serve the experiment until my arrival, which was expected sooner 
than it took place. Therefore he put the sealed envelope and 
sealed paper into the hands of Mr. Starr-Hunt, the lawyer, to 
keep, and in his hands they remained until the time of the experi- 
ment. The Society has the envelope whose seals were broken in 
the presence of the witnesses, March 30th, after the medium had 
told the story of her vision, and also has photographs of the 
sealed folded paper. I examined both as Mr. Starr-Hunt had 
done, while the seals were intact; and after they were broken I 
examined them very carefully. In the light of my experience in 
such tests, I am confident that there had been no tampering, and 
this aside from any considerations of the testimonies of both the 
doctor and the medium, of their reputation and of previous re- 
sults obtained. I now quote from my original report: 


As we had no stenographer, I arranged that Dr. Viramontes 
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should take down the questions, and Mr. Gore the answers, so far 
as possible. After the medium was hypnotized, the folded sealed 
paper was placed in her fingers, which became rigid, and remained 
fixed throughout. The doctor began to question, which has to be 
done to get the medium to speak, following a formula which he uses 
always in starting speech. The woman’s face was at first immobile 
and her voice colorless. Later the words came more rapidly and 
signs of excitement appeared. In the 7th minute, her right hand 
and arm began to vibrate rapidly, which, as I had heard, and wit- 
nessed in the 3rd experiment of the foregoing evening, is an accom- 
paniment of strong emotion. In the 9th minute, she emitted several 
sharp cries, her face was distorted, as I judged, by fright or horror, 
and her whole body was shaking, especially the right arm and hand. 


At the last cry, Dr. G. P. hastily removed the object from her fingers, 
soothed her, and she awoke. 


In the meantime the two named gentlemen had been taking 
down the dialogue, as follows: What appears in round paren- 


theses they had failed to get down, but was afterwards supplied by 
common consent. 


7:20. Letter [should be “ piece of paper ”] placed in hands of 
medium. [The following questions were put by Dr. G. P. and the 
answers by the medium are printed in italics. ] 

Do you see anything? Not yet. 

As soon as you commence to see, hear, smell or feel anything you 
will tell me. Yes. 

Where are you? Inaroom? Inthe open? Not yet, I do not know 
yet, I feel cool. 

Do you feel cool? What else do you feel? Jt is moving. 

Why does it move? IJ believe I am ona ship. 

Why do you believe so? Because I am seasick. 

Do you see anything? Jt is night. 

What hour is it? Between 2 and 4 in the morning. 

Do you see anything? Many people. 

What are the people doing? They are frightened. 

Who is in front of you? [A formula question, put because of the 
usual relative importance of what was seen in front of the 
medium.] A gentleman (Un Senor). 

Do you see his face? Yes, he ts white, (he has a) beard and 
moustache. 

He is not shaven? No. 
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What is he doing? He is looking towards the sea. Yes. 

What peculiarity do you see? A very large scar. 

Where? Over the left eye-brow. 

What other particular? Nothing, only his figure, tall, rather stout. 

What else? He has black eyes, black hair. 

Any other mark? No, only a scar. 

What is he doing? Now he tears out a leaf from a little book, he 
turns to write. 

How does he write? Against the wall. 

The rest of them, what are they doing? They are frightened, 
scream, weep. 

Why do they scream? Why weep? I do not know why. (Hear an 
explosion.) 

An explosion? They talk in English. They put on life-preservers. 
[At this point the medium became quite excited and her words 
came too fast for the writer to get them down, but she de- 
scribed a scene of confusion, commands in English, attempts 
of officers to calm the passengers. | 

[In answer to a question omitted by Dr. Viramontes.] J do not 
know. Now they hear a detonation (medium describes an ex- 
plosion very much more violent than the preceding one) like a 
battle and (rattle of ) machine guns, shots (medium dilates on 
the rattle and roar of noises and says it is as if a bomb had 
exploded among ammunition and set the cartridges off.) 

Many shots? He that writes turns towards the sea, all cry out, raise 
their arms. (He turns and writes more on the paper.) 

And he himself? What does he do? Now he rolls up his paper. 

What does he do? He takes a bottle from his pocket and he puts it 
(the paper) in the bottle and puts a cork init. (Here medium 
graphically describes the action of the man in corking the 
bottle, explaining how he drove in the cork by pounding it 
against the side of the cabin and how he then threw it over- 
board. ) 

[ (At this point the medium gives several screams of terror and is 
thrown into a most distressful state, gasping and saying words that 
sound like “J drown.” Dr. G. P. at once commands her to awake. 
She trembles from head to feet and gasps out the following :) | 

They have all drowned. 

7:30. Medium is entirely awake and suffering from violent 
emotion, trembling and crying. 

[(As soon as the medium has calmed down somewhat, Dr. G. P. 
invites her to relate the recollection she has brought through from 
the trance state. After several attempts and breakdowns from 
emotion, during which she exclaimed: “Jt was horrible, horrible, 
horrible,” she got started on a narrative of the occurrence in her 
vision. ) ] 
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|The writer was only able to take down the salient points as the 
words came with a rush. | 

“A tall person like Viramontes, white, full beard, Spanish type. 
At the moment of sinking he said: ‘My God, my children (Dios 
mio! Mis hijos)’ (All spoke) English. Many people. Enormous. 
ship, no tempest, an explosion. They expected a disaster. They 
try to lower the boats. The officers try to calm them. A second ex- 
plosion, very much greater, then like machine gun fire (Dr. G. P. 
asks how far the man who wrote was from her, she replies) a half 
meter distance. Voices of command in English. It sank rapidly. I 
sank with the ship. Early dawn, some stars. Lights (of the ship) 
veiled. Fireworks of red and blue. The man was from thirty-five 
to forty years old. Many people, children, women. (In reply to 
question from writer.) (Not less than) 800 persons. That there 
was no battle. Noises like explosions in boxes of ammunition.” 


I find in my own notes this description of the medium’s ap- 
pearance after she woke and during her post-hypnotic rehearsal : 


She wakes at 7:30, still under the spell of excitement, though 
apparently endeavoring to restrain the manifestation of it. She is 
caused to smell of an open bottle, and later given something to drink. 
Operator asks a question. Medium shakes her head and looks dis- 
tressed. She tries to smile, with poor success. The operator, after 
a pause, apparently asks a question. The medium shakes her head 
and makes negative movements with her hands, as if unwilling, 
while her face deepens in its expression of horror. She says some- 
thing the operator swiftly translates, turning to me. I understand 
it to be “ He said: ‘God, my children!’” At 7:33 the medium is 
answering. Her voice is husky, her body is now quiet, but her 
right hand is still vibrating strongly, her eyes stare wildly, and all 
her features express powerful excitement of a painful kind. The 
operator translates an expression—something about “ Gatling gun.” 
Her face is flushed. She looks exactly as though she had just 
passed through a tragical experience. I set. down the following 
broken bits as the operator hastily rendered them into English for 
me: “J went down with the steamer—something happened so a 
thousand people are on deck already—something which went into 
boxes of ammunition which exploded.” 

I continue in the words of my original report. At 7:44 Mr. 
Starr-Hunt breaks the seals of the letter which accompanied the 
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sealed document put in the medium’s hands, and reads it in the 
original Spanish. I, of course, cannot understand it, so I watch 
the faces of four men who can, and occasionally that of the medium 
who is in the background, generally walking about, but occasionally 
stopping to listen, and betraying signs of renewed excitement. She 
at no time looks as though gratified at any confirmation of what she 
has said, but her emotion appears to be painful only, and absolutely 
genuine. As the fragmentary portions of her utterances were earlier 
translated for me, so now, as the reading began, I expected that these 
utterances would be wide of the mark, as I had suspected from the 
letter which had enclosed the sealed envelope that the matter con- 
cerned a malicious anonymous message, the identity of whose author 
was in question. But as the reading of the sealed letter proceeded, 
I could see that the gentlemen were being impressed. Their atten- 
tion was riveted more and more, they began to nod and look at each 
other. The operator was tensely interested, as were the others, and 
his expression passed from that of simple question to that of more 
and more emphatic confirmation. He began to glance at me and 
utter short ejaculations to let me know that the medium’s statements 
were being verified. Dr. Viramontes’s grave countenance signified 
the deepest empressement, and he repeatedly, as I looked at him in- 
quiringly, uttered with emphasis such words as “ excellente!” The 
effect of the startling verification, as 1 soon found had been effected, 
culminating in the reading of the lines hastily written by the doomed 
Spaniard, upon the assembled group, was almost as dramatic as I 
had before witnessed in the case of the medium herself. Even Mr. 
Starr-Hunt, American, showed in his face that a strong impression 
had been made upon him, and pronounced the incident an “ extra- 
ordinary ” one. 

The next act was to read the contents of the sealed letter to me, 
in English, which were as follows: 


Having left Boston on board the yacht of a friend of ours, we 
sailed for Havana in order to take the “ Maria del Consuelo”; but 
as she had not yet arrived we stayed there some days and had the . 
opportunity of meeting a family, the head of which disappeared with- 
out it being known exactly how and when. 

His last letter dates from New York, having been written in 
those days when the greatest number of ships was sunk by the 
Germans. In said letter he announces to his wife his intention to 
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start for Europe on account of not having been able to settle his 
business in New York; but he does not tell the name of the boat 
nor the exact sailing date—though he says that the steamer would 
sail within a month, she (the wife) believes the ship sailed imme- 
diately—probably in order to prevent her from worrying about a 
possible disaster. 

He never was heard of since, not even the name of the boat he 
took ; but it is to be presumed that he embarked under an assumed 
name on the Lusitania as she was sunk precisely in those days. 

About a year ago an official of the Cuban Government sent for 
her and delivered to her the enclosed paper saying that there was 
reason to believe that it was intended for her; that the said paper 
had been found in a bottle amongst the rocks on the shore of the 
Azores Islands by fishermen; that the person they delivered it to 
sent it to Havana as it bore that direction, and it is assumed that it 
was written by the husband of that unfortunate woman because of 
the name “ Luisa,” written on the paper and which is her name, 
NE widin ” his name.* 

His signalment is as follows: tall, broad, without being stout, 
fair skin, dark eyes and abundant black hair, pronounced Spanish 
type; thick eyebrows, and above the right one a very pronounced 
scar; full black beard, large and slightly aquiline nose, broad fore- 
head. His name was Ramon ——— and his age thirty-eight years. 

He leaves a widow and two children; a boy of five years and a 
girl three years of age. 

Considering that his wife was opposed to his trip to Europe, fore- 
boding an accident, and that in spite of all researches his name was 
never found among the lists of passengers who sailed on the differ- 
ent boats sunk at that time by German submarines, it is believed that 
he embarked under a false name in order to keep from her the fact 
of his sailing, in case she should look over the said passenger list. 

There is also room for another supposition, i. e. that instead of 
taking the boat in New York he sailed from another American port 
in order to conceal his voyage from his wife. 

You will readily imagine the importance of the description Mrs. 
Z. (the medium) may give of the writer of the aforesaid paper 
must have for the unfortunate woman. 


Then the contents of the paper which had been held by the 





* Undoubtedly a mistake of the writer as the signature on the paper 
reads: “Ramon.” Dr. G. P. Farther on it will be learned that the man 
was a political refugee, living in Havana under an assumed name. His 
real name was ...... Mr. H., the writer of the above letter, who knew 
what the real name was, could easily make the slip. In fact, it is easier 
to account for in a real than a fictitious situation. W. F. P. 








30 Journal of the American Society for Psychical Research. 


psychic during her dramatic recital, and whose seals had been 
broken in my presence, was read aloud in English. 

“The ship is sinking. Farewell, my Luisa, see that my 
children do not forget me.” 

Thus far the lines run straight across the page, as will be seen 
in the photograph here presented. But the rest of the message is 
written at a steep upward slant as if hastily added: 

“Ramon, Havana. May God care for you and me also. 
Farewell.” 

It can hardly be denied that the appearance of the paper cor- 
responds with her description, as comparison with the letter by 
Mr. H. has already shown, that her description of the writer was 
astonishingly correct. The sheet was torn from a little note- 
book, as the left edge testifies. It was torn across unevenly, as 
though in haste. It shows indications of having been written in 
two sections, the last in greater haste. Only his first name is 
signed, and his wife’s first name is in the text. Havana, their 
temporary home, is indicated. If the ship was about to go under 
the waves, one might well be in a state to forget that he had not 
set down the last name. 

On the following evening, March 31st, Dr. Pagenstecher had 
a short experiment with Sra. de Z., in the presence of Dr. Vira- 
montes, to see if she could give any so-called “ transcendental ”’ 
information about the Spaniard and his wife. During deliver- 
ances of this class, the psychic’s whole body, below the neck, is 
in a state of cataleptic rigidity, and the information, instead of 
simply coming in a visual and auditory way without giving ac- 
count of its source, now professes to be from “ Them,” though 
all efforts to find out who “ They ” are supposed to be, fails. The 
psychic had been effected to the extent that the vibration of her 
arm continued all of the thirty-first. 

At this time, “‘ They ”’ stated that the dead Spaniard had been 
a political refugee, for that reason in Cuba under an assumed 
name, and that the scar was from a bullet fired by a political 
enemy. Dr. G. P. therefore wrote to the widow, and later re- 
ceived a lettler from her, the original of which, written June 26th, 
in Los Angeles, California, to which place she had gone, is in the 
possession of the Society, and will appear with many other sup- 
porting documents in the Proceedings. This letter, besides touch- 
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ing expressions of gratitude, and of relief from the suspense of 
imagining her husband in some Spanish prison, not allowed to 
write to his family, fully confirmed the “ transcendental ” state- 
ments. “I must confess,’ she replied to the doctor’s queries, 
“that he was a political refugee, who was going to Spain in order 
to ’’—I am not yet sure that I have permission to include the rest 
of the sentence. “It is true that my husband lived in Havana 
under the adopted name of Ramon ” “As to the scar, it 
was made by a bullet which penetrated under the skin without 
piercing the skull, when a political enemy of great influence tried 
to have him assassinated; and the enemy was never punished 
despite the confession of the would-be assassin.”’ The last letter 
which the lady received from her husband was written from New 
York at the beginning of April. 

In response to my request, I received a postal-card bearing 
the postmark “‘ Los Angeles,” dated June 26th, and bearing a few 
lines by Mr. H., the man of large business concerns who submitted 
the test, and Sra. Luise ———— herself, in whose interest the ser- 
vices of the former were engaged. The postal-card shows a scene 
in Havana, was issued by a Havana news company, and had 
probably been secured there by the lady before her departure. 

I requested of the widow a letter written by her husband, in 
order to compare it with the note found in the bottle. Mr. H. 
himself selected one from those which she had, choosing one 
written Jan. 10, 1915, a few months before his death, and one 
written with pencil like the note with which it was to be com- 
pared. The letter has every appearance of being an old one, and 


the writing is beyond any doubt the same as that taken from the 
bottle. 





III. EXPERIMENTS OF APRIL Ist, 1921. 


For reasons of space I will touch upon these lightly in this 
place. Together with the usual tests to demonstrate unusual 
psychical relations between herself in hypnosis and the operator, 
there were two psychometrical tests, both of inferior importance. 


Experiment with the Old Fashioned Shoe. 


I put into Sra. de Z.’s fingers a shoe worn by my mother at 
her wedding. This was a very thin, limp affair, made of thin 
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leather and grey thin cloth, very different from anything in our 
times. ‘There was hardly any heel, and the fingers did not touch 
what there was, but those of! one hand were placed upon the 
cloth lying flat against the sole, while the fingers of the other 
hand rested against the limp leather. If there was any normal 
inference as to what the object was, it was a noteworthy one. 
The operator had no notice what the object was to be, and his 


back was turned until I covered it with a towel. I will now al- 
low Mr. Gore to speak: 


“Specimen No. 4 put in the hands of medium by Dr. Prince and 
covered up by him with a towel, meanwhile Dr. G. P. had turned 
around and did not see the nature of the object put into the me- 
dium’s hands. 

“The medium began to describe a scene in what we soon recog- 
nized as a shoe factory, the entrance of the workmen and women, 
noise of machinery in the adjoining room, she calls the noise that of 
sewing machines, she describes a counter with piles of skins and 
cloth, lasts of all sizes. The workmen and women have all entered, 
leaving a man and two girls alone in the room. One girl writes on 
a typewriter while the other dusts the counter and the piles of skins, 
cloths and other articles. On the counter stands a wooden last, 
which looks like a woman’s foot, it being too small to be considered 
as a man’s foot, and likewise too large for a baby’s foot. On the 
wall she saw different pieces of leather hanging, of small size. 

“The girl who dusts the counter, now and then shakes a piece of 
grey cloth, as if she intended to shake off the dust. The man stands 
and examines something, he has a peculiar small beard, he wears a 
small cap like a Turkish fez. 

“Dr. Prince now removes the specimen which turns out to be a 
woman’s grey cloth shoe. The medium has given us the scene in 
which the shoe was originated, in all probability, but not the emo- 
tional scene, of human interest, which Dr. Prince says the shoe was 
a witness to. Dr. G. P. then explains that he has lately come to the 
conclusion that the medium does not see the human connection with 
objects unless they have been in direct contact with the human flesh 
during a period of emotional stress. Dr. Prince admits that his test 
articles do not conform to this condition and expresses regret that 


he did not know of this condition in time to have made a different 
selection of articles.” 


I suppose at the time that the reference to “ sewing-machines ” 
could not be correct. But it appears that sewing machines were 
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in use as early as 1849, and that by 1855 they were quite largely 
employed. Curiously, I have not yet been able to make certain 
whether or not they were used in shoe shops by that date (per- 
haps some reader will inform me) but it seems very possible. 
The reference to a typewriter is not correct, but in view of simi- 
lar errors corresponding to the looks of things, it may be that 
some machine was employed which looked like a typewriter. 
The dusting off pieces of grey cloth is a striking feature of the 
vision, as the cloth might naturally be thought to be intended for 
the uppers of shoes, and the cloth of the real shoe was grey. 


Experiment with a Piece of Wood. 

The next object used was a small strip of wood, only a slender 
edge representing the original surface. It had been taken from 
the flag-staff of the monitor Tecumseh of Admiral Farragut’s 
squadron, which in 1864 was sunk by a Confederate torpedo, 
about a hundred men going down. 

The medium experienced two visions by turns, one of a forest, 
sunlight, birds and running water, such as probably corresponded 
with the environment of the tree out of which the flagstaff was 
made, the other of the interior of a large room, she thought 60 
or 70 feet long, and could not judge the width of; not a living 
apartment, yet a place where people congregated, too dark to see 
the interior clearly. Once she remarked “I feel as if floating 
high in the air with an imperceptible balancing movement ”’ and 
again, when speaking of the interior of the room, she said that 
she was constantly looking up. When transferred from the light 
outdoor scene to the interior she felt half blinded. 

Like most of my own objects, the results with this were in- 
decisive. And yet there are curious parallels with the facts. The 
long room, not a private apartment, yet a place where people 
congregate might fit a part of the under-deck interior of the 
monitor with a crew of a hundred men. Such a place, being under 
water, would indeed be dark, apart from what artificial lighting 
there might be. One standing in it would indeed have to look up 
to indicate the spot which the flagstaff occupied. And possibly 
certain sensations obscurely hinted at the floating of the flag and 
its “ balancing” with the rocking movement of the vessel on the 
water. Perhaps this interpretation is going too far, and I would 
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not suggest it if even the poorest of the tests did not at least, in 
similar fashion, seem to be groping after and getting near the 
facts. I have tried many experiments for psychometry with per- 
sons who have given no evidence of possessing any powers in this 
direction, partly in order to see if by the utmost ingenuity I could 
make what was said seem to hint at the real facts. Very seldom 
was it possible, in any case with the ordinary person who recited 
his or her reveries. But, so far as I know, the visions of Sra. de Z. 
if not literally true throughout, have contained such curious hint- 
ing details that, on the contrary, even in the poorest and the 
vaguest of them has made it impossible not to be forcibly re- 
minded of the actual details. That piece of wood might have been 
from any one of many objects whose history would not yield as 
the flagstaff of the ship did, to a plausible interpretation of the 
vision. Suppose it had been the piece of wood of similar shape 
which I thought of taking, a part of the Charter oak. Where 
would have been the relevance, near or distant, of the details of a 
room, darkness, floating or balancing? For that matter, where 
would have been the relevance of the allusion to a forest and 
running water? We do not know that the flagstaff was from a 
tree in the forest, to be sure, though it probably was; we do not 
know that the tree from which it was cut grew by running water. 
But neither do we know that these are not the facts, whereas, if 
the wood had been that from the oak, I would have known that 
they were not facts. Again, supposing that the piece had been 
that which I have from the country schoolhouse where Nathan 
Hale was teacher long ago, where would have been the relevance 
of the allusions to 60 or 70 feet, darkness, floating and balancing, 
since that schoolhouse boasted no shutters and carried no flag? I 
have pieces of wood from several other historic objects and places 
and cannot make any of them fit in any degree equal even to the 
indefinite fashion in which the fragment of the flagstaff fits the 
vision. 

If, to yield an emotional scene from the past, the object needs 
to have been in contact with the body of a person taking part in 
the scene, we can see why the drama of the sinking of the Moni- 
tor could not appear. The paper which evoked that other scene of 
sinking and drowning was in the hands of the Spaniard when he 
knew that the vessel was about to go down. 
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IV. EXPERIMENTS OF APRIL 4th, 1921. 


Place, Dr. Pagenstecher’s office. Present, the Medium, Dr. 
G. Pagenstecher, Dr. Prince, Mr. Gore; later on, Dr. Viramontes 
and a stenographer. 


With the Satin Bows. 


I have brought in pasteboard boxes exactly alike, two bows as 
precisely alike as possible in shape, and feeling. Particular pains 
was taken that both should be of a similar quality of satin, similar 
size, shape and thickness. One of them had been used before, and 
had called up a scene in a church—Mexican Indians dancing before 
an altar, etc., the bow having been taken from the altar of a distant 
church in Mexico where the dancing ceremony does take place 
monthly. The other had never been experimented with. I opened 
one of the boxes at random and purposely took it out wrong side 
uppermost, that being the side on which I could not tell the bows 
apart by sight, and placed it, still with that side uppermost, in the 
medium’s fingers, which closed upon it. While the operator’s back 
was turned, he was given the signal, a towel was over hands and 
object, effectually concealing them from him. Thus no one living 
knew which of the two bows she was holding. It is now 7:06. From 
the scraps which the operator translates for my benefit she is evi- 
dently describing the church scene. This being assured, I secretly 
looked at the other bow to see which one she has in her hands. It 
is the front side which shows the difference, one being slightly 
spotted and a trifle yellower. It proves that this is the one she has. 
As I remember the rapid statement about the two bows given me 
several days before to experiment with where I will, it is not the 
spotted one which came from the church, and she is wrong. But 
stay, did I understand correctly? It would seem as though it would 
be the bow long on the church altar which would show the spots and 
yellowing of time. Verily, I believe I am mistaken. 

At 8:16 I take the spotted bow away, and substitute, after the 
fingers have relaxed the other, again with the wrong side, so similar 
in every way to the other, uppermost, and so place it in the Medium’s 
fingers. The same precautions are observed to prevent Dr. Pagen- 
stecher from knowing which bow is in her hands. Presently she 
complains that she cannot see, because her fingers are not all on the 
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bow, and asks them to be moved. I already have found that this is 
not a perfectly easy thing to do because of the catalepsy. Operator 
asks if he shall do it and I consent as one of the bows has been 
already described, and I am confident that, even if he desired, he 
could not tell which is which from the side visible. The hand is 
trembling slightly, but the face expresses no agitation. Little is 
translated to me, but at one point the operator says in an English 
aside to me that he is trying to make her believe that the statement 
that somebody is French is a mistake. His words and manner seem 
‘arnest and sincere as he speaks to her, but she shakes her head 
vigorously, and is evidently not to be shaken. The test over, it is 
proved to my entire satisfaction that the older, yellowed and spotted 
bow is the one from the church (as commonsense should have shown 
me from the first) so that she attached the church scene to the 
proper object. 


Now let us compare Mr. Gore’s report of what was said dur- 
ing the scene whose visible appearance I have described: 


“ Psychometric test. Dr. Prince puts an article in the hands of 
the medium and covers it up with a towel. 
[Questions are put by Dr. G. P. and the medium’s answers are in 
italics. | 
Do you see anything? Not yet. 
Now do you see anything? Not yet, confused. 
Is it day or night? J/t 1s day, but do not see well yet. 
Are you in a room, in the open or below ground? Jn a room. 
What is in the room? / do not see well yet, I am tired. 
What do you see in the room? Many people are moving around. 
What kind of people? J do not see well yet. 
Now do you see? J am commencing. 
What do you see? Many people. 
What kind? Poor ones. 
What nationality? Mexicans. 
What do they do? I do not see well yet. 
What do you see in front of you? A high thing where the candles 
are. 
What impression does it make on you? An altar. 
Why do you think so? Because of the lights. 
What else do you hear? Prayers. 
What else do you hear? Music, but very curious. 
How is the music? Like the sounds of a flute. 
Do you hear nothing else? Not anything else. 
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What are the people doing? Praying. 
How? On their knees. 


All? No, some dance in front of the altar. 
How? Jumping. 


What else are they doing? They are only jumping and putting 
flowers; jumping like a kind of dance.” 


So the psychic repeated her previous story regarding the bow 
that had come from the, to her, unknown church of the curious 
dancing ceremony, while the other, which had no particular his- 
tory, she got a simple story of manufacture in a French mill, 
which I understand is a true one. Now all sorts of variations 
in the experiments had been tried on the medium in the course of 
the intensive study which Dr. G. P. had made. How was the 
medium to know, when I placed the first bow between her fingers, 
that it was not another one given her for a test, that is, if she re- 
membered the former experiment at all at the time? Does any- 
one credit that after weeks had passed, her rigid fingers could 
infallibly detect anything they had once touched? And how did 
she know, when the second one was given her, that it was not the 
same one, put back for another test? I wonder if, in our ingenu- 
ity to escape from the supernormal in one direction, we may not 
walk out of the frying-pan into the fire. 


With Two Pieces of Pumice Stone. 

I place in the medium’s fingers (after they relax) a piece of 
pumice stone, one of two shaped as nearly as possible alike, and 
of the same size. This one has been kept for a considerable period 
of time in a clock in Dr. Pagenstecher’s study, one which besides 
striking the hours gives a single stroke midway between the hours. 
The operator’s back is turned until the object is covered with a 
towel, so that he has no opportunity of knowing which of the two 
arranged pieces it is, though I tell him it is one of the two. 


This, according to what Mr. Gore reported, is the English of 
what the psychic said: 


[Questions put by Dr. G. P., answers by medium in italics. ] 
Do you see anything? Not yet. 
Now do you? Yes. 
Where are you? Ina room. 
What is there in it? There is a man (Un Senor). 
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Do you see better? A little better. 

Do you hear anything? Not yet, J only see. 

What do you see? A man is doing something in a big mortar. 

Tell me what you see? A man ts breaking stones and then grinds 
them, he puts something in a small pan and then in the frre, I 
said stones, I believe it is a laboratory. 

Of what? Of a chemist. 

Do you hear something? A noise, curious, as if it were raining, it 
is at intervals but regular. 

Can you count the drops? The drops? No. 

The noise of the drops? They are very rapid. In the distance I 
hear the notse of bell strokes. 

Count them. 


The medium said “ one, two three” then paused, continued: 
“ one—one, two, three, four,” paused, went one “ one—one, two, 
three, four, five,’ and so continued in groups until she had 
reached “ eleven.” The first “ one” in each group followed by a 
slight pause is supposed to stand for the half hour clang which 
the clock makes. Drs. Pagenstecher and Viramontes say that in 
an experiment with a piece of pumice-stone which had been kept 
for days in the clock, there are always 60 seconds between any 
two successive groups recited. The sounds as of regular rain- 
drops are presumed to represent the ticking of the clock, and the 
bellstrokes to represent its striking. 

What the laboratory of the chemist (druggist) has to do 
with the pumice-stone cannot, I suppose, be proved, or that it is 
relevant at all. The piece of part of a pumice-stone was pur- 
chased at a druggist’s (“‘ chemist’s”) and no one can say that 
the pumice block was not witness, as it were, of a scene like that 
described. 

My report continues : 





At 7:46 the other similarly shaped piece of pumice stone is 
handed by me to the operator, who places it in the medium’s fingers. 
This one has been subjected to no process beyond that of cutting it 
off by a small saw. The operator says, aside to me, that she is 
describing the same initial vision. But, in addition, she heard “a 
curious noise which makes me nervous.” “ It is like a saw, some- 
thing that squeals.” 


Coming originally from the same block, it would be proper 
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that both should give the laboratory scene, if that occurred. The 
second piece gave in addition only the sound of a saw. Of course 
it was sawed from the block. So was the first piece, but it might 
be that the many days of subjection to the sounds of the clock 
obliterated the impressions of the saw. In the cases of the three 
leaves from the note-book of the man stricken with an apoplectic 
fit, one, that which he did not write upon, evoked only the vision 
of a paper-mill. A second written on at the beginning of the 
seizure by the man unable to speak, yielded the same, but was 
followed by a vision portraying the first stage of the patient’s 
seizure, while the third, written on at a later stage, with his 
left hand, when his right side was helpless, and his danger was at 
its height, dropped out the vision of the paper mill entirely and 
gave only that of the illness, coming of a doctor, bleeding, ete. 
There may have been some similar obliteration in the case of the 
first pumice-stone. I am not arguing that this was the case, but 
groping for a rational solution of the problem involved. At least 
the psychic, on touching the two pieces of pumice-stone of the 
same size and shape, rightly intimated what had been the last 
particular experiences of each. 

It may be that the experiments have now been sufficiently 
sampled for the Journal. As stated already, the full record of the 
series will be printed in the Proceedings. But if consent can be 
gained to publish the interesting matter of the eighth sitting, 
something of that and the intervening sittings may appear in a 
future issue. 

One incident of the eighth sitting, related to the case of the 
Spaniard and the doomed ship, may be stated now. In the course 
of the questions put to the entranced psychic at that date, I sud- 
denly placed before Dr. Pagenstecher a question and asked him 
to translate and put it to the medium at once. The question was 
this: 

“You remember what you said about the ship and the Span- 
iard last week? You will now answer me truthfully, as you al- 
ways so. Did I not tell you about the Spaniard and the ship at 
some time before you described the scene?” 

I am witness to the force and sincerity of his delivery as he 
put the question and its preamble, as though to force the truth 
out of her. Owing to the authority wielded by the operator over 
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a person in long rapport with him in hypnosis, the expectation 
would be, in the very difficult supposition (owing to all the cir- 
cumstances hitherto described) that she had been given previous 
information, that she would admit the fact, now urged as though 
it were a fact, in tones ringing with emphasis and seeming convic- 
tion. The very least that could be looked for in that case is that 
she would be silent and perturbed. But before he was done speak- 
ing, her head was shaking with dissent, and the moment he ended, 
she emphatically denied that what he intimated ever took place. 

Another interesting matter was the diminution of weight in 
the cases of both Sra. de Z. and Dr. Pagenstecher as measured 
by weighing both immediately before and immediately after the 
trance. The amount of shrinkage varied for no ascertained rea- 
sons, and if there was any normal reason for such degrees of 
shrinkage, it was not evident to the physicians and others present. 
Once, at the end of an experiment the medium gave the recog- 
nized signs of fainting, and was given water to drink, yet the 
standard scales registered her weight as less than before the ex- 
periments began. 

Interested readers will do well to consult Dr. Pagenstecher’s 
book “ Past Events Seership,” when it appears. 
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A VERSATILE MEDIUM. 
Epirep sy E. J. DInGwALu. 


The subject of the following report is the “ Rev. Dr.” Hugh 
Robert Moore, a medium for physical phenomena, who at the time 
of writing (Dec. 1921) is giving sittings and holding services in 
New York City. Amongst the earlier records that the Society 
possesses concerning this person is one dated Dec. 3, 1906. It 
was an enquiry as to the work of Moore who was then practicing 
as a medium on 13th Street, New York City. He describes sit- 
tings and relates how Mr. Moore has an Indian control called 
Pansy who was said to materialize and walk about in Indian 
regalia shaking hands with members of the audience. He also 
tells us that at that time Moore was holding what was termed a 
Pansy Literary Class which consisted of a series of questions 
asked by the audience and answered by Pansy, who spoke in a 
shrill falsetto voice. In 1904 it is said that Moore and his wife 
had been exposed in Brooklyn and arrested, whilst at another 
time he narrowly escaped arrest in Philadelphia. In 1907 came a 
more serious exposure. At that time Moore was Pastor of the 
First Church of Progressive Spiritualism holding services each 
Sunday at the Berkeley Lyceum in New York. A Mrs. Harriet 
Strickland instructed her lawyer to institute proceedings against 
Moore charging him with defamation of character and naming 
several persons to whom he is alleged to have defamed her in 
order to prevent fraud from being exposed. It appears that the 
lady in question was paid a weekly remuneration of 12 dollars 
for serving Moore as a materialized spirit, and eight other per- 
son; were named who served in a similar capacity. Moore’s two 
daughters are also said to have posed as materializations in the 
séances of which five were held weekly at a dollar for admission. 
The business went well if we can judge from a letter dated Sept. 
22, 1905, and written by Moore to Mrs. Strickland. It appears 
that over 60 dollars a week were paid out in wages, 116 dollars 
were being paid for rent, and there were other expenses. Mrs. 
Strickland was kept fairly busy during the sittings. Often she 
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had to appear sixty times as different spirits in one evening, and 
gradually some of the sitters began to suspect that all was not as 
it should be at the Moore circle. One sitter in particular who 
had been a great number of times and was well acquainted with 
Moore and his friends, noticed that the materialized spirit had 
a thickening on her hand and was one day amazed to find the same 
thing on the hand of a member of a pleasure party which had been 
got up and of which Moore and his party were members. He 
charged the lady (Mrs. Strickland) with being the spirit: she 
confessed, and the secret of the materializations was discovered. 

On the publication of the story of Mrs. Strickland’s suit 
Moore hastily left New York and decamped for Dayton, Ohio, 
which, it was said, was his place of birth. 

In 1921, Moore was found again in New York in connection 
with a Church for Psycho-Science and holding séances in an 
apartment in 36th Street. I had received reports of Moore’s 
phenomena which now included trumpet work and also what he 
termed “ etherealizations ’ which were similar to, although not 
identical with materializations. His performances at this centre 
were the crudest examples of fraudulent manipulation that I have 
ever seen. The following are extracts from my account pre- 
served in the files of the Society: 





On : , 1921, I was present by invitation at a 
sitting for physical phenomena given by Dr. Hugh Moore of Dayton, 
Ohio. Mrs. G. had given permission for her apartment to be used 
for the purpose and Mr. and Mrs. B. who had previously entertained 
Moore were present. The room was a medium sized one and was 
sparsely furnished. Small wooden chairs were arranged around the 
walls. At one corner a cabinet had been fitted up consisting of 
black curtains hung from the two walls from top to bottom, and a 
couple more running on a rod placed diagonally across the angle 
of the wall. The light for the sitting consisted of an electric lamp 
under a black box placed on a high shelf in the corner of the room 
exactly opposite the cabinet. The front of this box was provided 
with a sliding door behind which was red paper. This door was 
under the direct control of the medium, being connected with a 
black tape which hung down just behind M’s chair. Dr. M. is a 
short, red faced man with white hair and blue eyes. He talked toa 
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few of the sitters before the séance began and I noticed that he was 
very careful to fold his hands over the bottom of his waistcoat as 
if to prevent objects from falling out. When a score or so of 
guests (men and women) had assembled and had taken their seats, 
the medium gave a short address before the lights were turned out. 
He reminded us of the persecutions mediums had endured and in- 
formed the company that a new name was about to be employed 
instead of “ spiritualist,” namely,—‘ psycho-scientist,” which had 
no odium attached to it. Owing, he said, to the fact that he had 
previously given many sittings at the house of Mr. and Mrs. B., 
and as Mrs. G. had only just moved into her apartment, the idea of 


trap doors or confederates was absurd, and there was therefore no 


control of any sort whatever. 

After these remarks the medium took his seat on the right side 
of the cabinet near to the curtain. Three large four foot aluminum 
trumpets were placed in close proximity to the opening of the cur- 
tain, two being in front, and one, I think, behind. Mrs. G. now 
turned on her gramaphone standing near the lamp, but the machine 
refused to work, and after the light was lowered Mrs. B. began 
singing, the Lord’s Prayer having been previously recited. After a 
few hymns a voice appeared to come from one of the trumpets and 
was recognized as that of Dr. Holliday, one of the medium’s chief 
controls. The trumpet was then seen in the dim light to be moving 
about around the medium, its polished surface catching the little 
light that was allowed in the room. It never seemed to move to a 
greater distance than could be reached by means of the medium’s 
extended arm, which, clothed as it was in a black sleeve, probably 
supported it. Various Indians and guides then spoke through the 
trumpet and one of the trumpets was allowed to lie on the floor. 
Some of the sitters put their hands into its larger end and felt the 
voice pulsating through it. I did this, but could not feel the smaller 
end (connected to the medium’s mouth in all probability by a rubber 
tube) because it always remained either near to the medium or close 
to the faithful sitters on either side of the cabinet. 

The etherealizations then began. The medium took some yards 
of luminous veiling and put his fist under a fold at the top, and 
with his other arm and hand in front of the middle part he carried 
the cloth out and imitated the heights of various people.. Thus when 
“darling little Pansy ” came out (a control) he bent down a little 
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and dragged the veiling after him making a smaller figure. When 
an Indian came out he held up the cloth, etc. “ Dr. Washburn ” 
came to me. He was a longish piece of veiling and the medium’s 
method of bowing the head gave the figure a grave and venerable 
appearance. “Dr. W.” (through the medium’s mouth) said he had 
been connected with the American Society for Psychical Research 
and with the Seybert Commission. He told me that I was a psychic 
and would get results from slate writing if I practiced hard enough. 
After a few further remarks on my spiritual development, “ Dr. W.” 
was withdrawn by the medium and disappeared. As Moore came 
out of the cabinet bearing these pieces of veiling he would address 
each piece in some such way as this,—‘ Well Darling, for whom 
have you come, whom do you want dear?” Then changing his 
voice he would whisper out some unintelligible sound, which would 
be interpreted as “ Mother,” “ Father,” “ Sister” or “ Brother ” by 
some innocent sitter, and would score an instant success. The 
medium would ejaculate now and then,—“ Did you hear that?” and 
then he would laugh in a forced manner. “ Harold,” the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. B., who had apparently died in the war, came towards the 
end. “ Harold” was a piece of veiling about five feet in length, 
which Moore held up and bobbed about in front of his parents. 
They recognized their son and conversed with him. He told them 
that he would be the pilot who would take them across the river of 
Death and made many more observations of a like nature. When 
Moore was tired he withdrew “ Harold” and threw “him” behind 
the curtain. Then an Italian composer came out of the cabinet. 
The composer was a piece of veiling similar to “ Harold.” He un- 
fortunately was unable to converse in Italian with one of his country- 
men who was present. This rather upset Dr. Moore and having 
himself grown tired with his little trips to and from the cabinet 
carrying his veiling, he sat down and after a few more voices and 
instructions from the guides, the sitting closed at 12:15 midnight. 


Later in the year Moore came out as First Lecturer of the 
First Church of Psycho-Science of New York, holding meetings 
in the Magna Chordin Chamber of Music and classes for ethereal- 
ization and trumpet work as before. In June or July a member 
of the Moore circle, who is well known to the Principal Research 
Officer, discussed the phenomena with him and he informed her 
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that a member of the staff had already seen and condemned the 
phenomena as completely fraudulent. However he was prepared 
to. go and judge for himself and asked the lady in question to ask 
the manager of the circle whether he could be present. The reply 
was in the negative, the reason being that Dr. Prince’s “ vibra- 
tions’ would be injurious to the phenomena. As this helped to 
confirm my view of the phenomena we thought it desirable to 
visit the circle so as to allow Dr. Prince to observe what took 
place. Accordingly we made our arrangements and visited the 
circle in Oct. 1921. Dr. Prince went as Mr. B. and I accompanied 
him as Mr. X. The following are extracts from Dr. Prince’s 
report now in the Society’s files: 


REPORT ON HUGH MOORE'S “ ETHEREALIZATIONS” 

Mr. Dingwall had already attended once and made a report, and 
it seemed desirable that I also should go, so as to get the impressions 
of two experienced investigators. Lately he got permission to take 
a friend, his connection with this Society not being known. 

In the room were gathered, after some twenty minutes delay, 
during which Moore conversed, about seventeen persons in all, the 
number of women a little larger than that of the men. 

When ready, Moore gave an introductory talk, the metal trumpets, 
about three feet long, were exhibited, then the room was darkened 
until little could be seen, and a bellowing address was made by a 
supposed spirit through the horn. Other spirits succeeded, and some- 
times seemed to converse with each other, though careful never to 
speak two ata time. This part of the proceedings interested me but 
little, as it was not possible to prove that spirits were not talking, 
and there was not the slightest evidence that they were. 

The “etherealizations ” followed. Only a very dim red light 
high up on the wall farthest from the cabinet was allowed, yet this 
was sufficient to enable considerable of the outlines of Moore’s figure 
to be seen as he came out from time to time accompanied by the 
successive spirits, of which there may have been fifteen altogether, 
though I took no pains to count them. Always several minutes 
elapsed between any two, during which the phonograph was usually 
set into squeaky operation. 

The first spirit for some time remained near the curtain, and at 
that distance the phosphorescent pattern produced and kept in a 
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swaying motion was such that I could imagine its inspiring awe in 
an impressionable person. I could as easily imagine a human figure 
as I can do the same in the clouds or on wallpaper stains. But as 
soon as the apparition advanced all possibility of illusion at once 
vanished for me. 

It is not worth while to attempt to describe the various spirits in 
order. Most of them were much alike. There were some variations 
as when the something was surmounted by a “crown,” or where 
the appearance was short and near the floor and thus identified as 
a child. 

There was no pretense that the medium did not at all times 
accompany the spirit from the curtain and back to it. I noted the 
following interesting particulars. 


1. The spirit was always on the medium’s left side. 


2. The right shoulder of the spirit, that next the medium, was 
always wider than the left, and if one could imagine a human form, 
it would be as though its right arm rested on the medium’s arm. 


3. At every movement of the medium the spirit’s movements cor- 
responded, and synchronized perfectly. 


4. The spirit disappeared or nearly so before the cabinet was 
entered, by the simple process of the medium turning around and 
obscuring it as he entered. 


5. The spirits seemed suspended in the air, except for the points 
of attachment to the medium, that is, they did not rest upon the floor, 


with the exception of the child, which perhaps was not old enough 
to float. 


6. The spirits practically had but two dimensions, that is they 
had little thickness, but this, I understand, was because they were 
only etherealized, not fully materialized. 


7. But the head sometimes seemed to have appreciable thickness, 
as would be the case if the cloth was draped over an erect hand. 
So I think the heads must have been partly “ materialized.” 


8. The spirits frequently nodded their heads as though from a 
single hinge in the neck. The exact movement may be imitated by 
holding the fist upright and jerking it forward on the wrist joint 
a number of times. 
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9. An arm and hand of the medium were frequently visible 
busy with the drapery of the spirits, but the other hand and arm 
never moved about or were visible as such. 


10. The medium’s right hand was frequently and unmistakably 
seen by me, at a distance of less than three feet, back of the 
etherealization, waggling its lower portion to present the appearance 
of independent motion, when the medium’s body was still. 


11. In short, there was not the slightest doubt in my mind that 
there was nothing but a piece of phosphorescent thin cloth draped 
over the medium’s arm and hand held unright from the elbow, the 
upper part having a more or less bunched appearance, to represent 
the head, with sometimes an accessory, as the “ crown,” 


12. I was very close to the “child” at the time that members 
of the circle were uttering ecstatic cries, and all I could see was the 
appearance as of luminous cloth the shape of a flat towel. I do not 
mean that I could see the texture of the cloth; that would have been 
impossible because the light was insufficient. 

I have not the slightest doubt that the illusion, in the case of 
those to whom it was an illusion, was produced almost solely by a 
variously arranged cloth, sometimes bunched at the upper end where 
it passed over the medium’s fist or open hand, and made to move 
by the swaying of the medium’s own body, or by the direct move- 
ments of his hand in contact with it. I could not, even by the utmost 
efforts, cause myself to imagine momentarily a human appearance, 
unless the medium and his adherent “ etherealization’’ was at the 
farthest remove in the gloom. 

The imposture was the crudest and clumsiest I ever saw, and the 
faith of the circle in it is an awful commentary upon the gullibility 
of some specimens of human nature. 


So much for the report of Dr. Prince, which as will be seen 
is in substantial agreement with my former account when Moore 
was located in another part of the city. My own independent 
report of the séance when I accompanied Dr. Prince is similar to 
his. 


The following consists of some extracts from it. 


In October 





, 1921, Dr. Walter F. Prince and Mr. Eric J. 
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Dingwall attended a séance for trumpet and etherealization given by 
Hugh Moore under the auspices of the First Church of Psycho- 
Science of New York. 

Place. Back room, first floor, West 72nd St. 

Light. A feeble torch placed in a box shielded with red paper and 
placed on a stand at the furthest corner of the room opposite 
the cabinet. The front of the box was provided with a sliding 
window under the control of the medium. 

Control. None. 

The séance began as before by a talk from Moore who explained 
the phenomena and said the phantoms were not spirits but material- 





ized garments within which the souls of the departed manifested. 
lie regretted the fact that the landlady of the house was nervous 
and so the exuberance of Lightfoot (Indian guide) would have to 
be curbed as he made too much noise in the trumpet. After the 
Lord’s Prayer the light was turned down and within a few minutes 
a voice was heard in one of the two long metal trumpets provided. 
It claimed to be Dr. Holliday, the medium’s chief control and de- 
livered a short introduction. Pansy and Lightfoot followed and at 
one time several of the sitters were permitted to hold the larger end 
of the trumpet whilst the voice was heard within. 

Etherealization then began. They were the same as those ob- 
served by me in May, 1921, but were even more brazen than be- 
fore. The same methods were employed for holding up and bob- 
bing the veiling but the medium approached the sitters more closely 
so that we were able to see clearly how the cloths were supported. 
One piece was brought to me and whispered “ Mr. X.” I said, 
“Sister, is that you”? “ Yes,” came back the answer, and I went 
on “Sister Mary.” “ Yes,” it replied and then followed the usual 
banal conversation to which I answered in what was, I hope, a suit- 
able manner. The son of an old lady on my left then came. He 
was a very large strip of cheese cloth and the lady was delighted, 
calling him “ darling boy ” and “ my precious.” She told me after- 
wards when he had dematerialized that he often came and that she 
recognized him “ thoroughly and surely.” Moore then asked who 
was the gentleman sitting next to Mr. X and I told him it was Mr. B. 
|W. F. P.]. After one more form appeared Moore came out of the 
cabinet bearing a large piece of veiling and whispering “ Father B.” 
I nudged W. F. P. who whispered “ Mother B,” but they said it was 











A Versatile Medium. 49 


a man and was his father. A conversation followed in which Father 
B. talked with his son saying that he would take him to Summer- 
land, etc. Soon after the séance closed. 

The phenomena are all undoubtedly fraudulent. Moore is not 
even a clever worker, merely carrying backwards and forwards 
pieces and strips of veiling, some ornamented with brighter pieces 
which form crowns and similar decorations. I never had a sister 
Mary nor have I any sister “on the other side.” Moore’s crude 
methods are well illustrated by his enquiry as the name of “ Mr. X’s 
friend” which was given as Mr. B. and was almost immediately 
followed by the appearance of Father B. 

In my opinion Moore’s performance was the most obvious and 
audacious piece of trickery that I have ever seen and probably the 
worst presented. 


3esides etherealizations and trumpet mediumship Mr. Moore 
exhibits his versatility by obtaining direct writing in broad light 
and before the whole audience at his Sunday evening perform- 
ances at 10 East 44th Street. When I saw him the procedure 
was somewhat as follows. He showed to the audience a packet 
of blank black white-backed sheets of paper which he said had 
been magnetized and upon which the spirits would write. He 
then exhibited a couple of slates, placed the papers between them 
and asked for two lady assistants from the audience. The two 
assistants helped him to hold the slates on which were heard 
sundry raps and scratches showing that the spirits were at work. 
When the slates were opened the black sides of the sheets were 
found covered with writing which Moore proceeded to read out. 
The writing consisted of messages and lists of names many of 
which were recognized by the members of the audience. 

The most striking miracle of all, however, was not noticed by 
the congregation. Moore had shown only a few sheets before he 
put them into the slates, but when they were taken out they had 
apparently multiplied and the specimen in the Society’s collec- 
tion is numbered 35, the writing being quite clearly done by 
ordinary white ink. This strange permanent materialization of 
writing paper struck me as a remarkable phenomenon and sug- 
gested the possibility that the sheets placed within the slates were 
not the same as those first exhibited and that Moore had forgot- 
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ten to make sure that the numbers were equal. The medium’s 
exhibit of direct writing was the clumsiest piece of trickery of 
that class that I have seen. There was no pretence of artistic 
presentation, the moves were obvious and badly performed and I 
was astonished when the results were greeted with enthusiasm, 
the audience being delighted at this exhibition of spirit power. 
The success of this medium in the heart of New York is a serious 
commentary on the state of mind of numbers of its supposedly 
educated inhabitants. It might have been thought that after the 
numberless exposures of American frauds, people would have 
been more cautious before they accepted phenomena, the nature 
of which ought to be transparently clear to the meanest intel- 
ligence. 

It is doubtless a matter of history that spiritualism is apt 
to blind the eyes and stop the ears of its devotees, and indeed the 
same thing is true of the majority of religious systems. Never- 
theless it is the duty of Societies like our own occasionally to 
warn persons of the frequency of fraud and of the absolute neces- 
sity of requiring scientific conditions before psychic phenomena 
are accepted as supernormal. 
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CONVERSAZIONE. 


Mr. E. H. Gellot writes us: 


“In Henslow’s ‘ Proofs of the Truths of Spiritualism’ there is 
shown (opposite page 212) a ‘psychograph’ or supposed photo- 
graph of spirit writing, partly in Greek, done in the Crewe circle. 
The photograph is faint in spots and the writing, moreover, has 
faults which more frequently mark the attempts to copy Greek on 
the part of one unfamiliar with that language than one who is con- 
versant with it. Hence Archdeacon Colley made ‘ suggested emenda- 
tions’ with this result. 


PARA KALO (is) DE (i) GMAS (i) 
ADELPHOI, ANECHESTHE TO (n) 
OKLON GOETON, (?) PARAKALESE 
OS K (eruxi) N (?) DIA BRACH (i) ON 
‘ (os) EPISTA (menos) UMIN 


It is amusing that neither Archdeacon Colley, nor the Rev. Pro- 
fessor Henslow, who is his editor, was warned by the occurrence 
of the Greek words for ‘exhort’ and ‘ exhortation’ to consult his 
Concordance of the Bible, even if not very familiar with the Epistle 
to the Hebrews, when he would within five minutes have discovered 
that the passage is from Hebrews 13:22. 


PARAKALO DE UMAS, ADELPHOI, 
ANECHESTHE TOU LOGOU TAS 
PARAKLASEOS KAI GAR DIA 
BRACHEON EPESTEILA UMIN. 


The Archdeacon translated his version thus: 

‘By means of excellent proofs, brothers, bear up against the 
crowd of howlers. Exhort (as by heralds) with the arm (“ up- 
lifted”) in a way well known to you.’ 

Who could doubt the application or question its appropriateness ? 
It was plainly a message of defiance to all cavillers against the 
Crewe Circle. 

3ut the translation (Revised Version) of the unemended pas- 
sage is comparatively tame. 

‘But I exhort you, brethren, hear the word of exhortation; for 
I have written unto you in few words.’ ” 


One wonders, when he finds gentlemen so ingenious and yet so 
wofully in error, regarding a problem of no great difficulty within 
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their particular province, whether in other matters relating to the 
Crewe phenomena, they may not, forgetful of the maxim “ sutor ne 
supra crepidam judicaret,” by an equally perverted ingenuity have 
reached conclusions at variance with the facts. 


L. R.F. B. 

You are puzzled why descriptions of the “other world,” if 
veridical, are so “ medizval in tone, mawkish, priggish, and irritat- 
ingly oracular ” and so apparently fitted for “ sapheads.” 

Granting that such descriptions come from the genuine desire of 
spirits to communicate about the conditions that surround him, I 
conceive that he might have two main difficulties. 

1. To get what he is really trying to say through. There is some 
evidence that in order to get facts regarding this world, unknown 
to the psychic, through, it is necessary to do it, in part by stirring up 
associations and memory images in her mind, and then to arrange 
or modify these. But the psychic has had no experience in the con- 
ditions of any other world than this. And the nearest analogues in 
some respects might be very distant ones in other respects. 

2. To convey ideas of a satisfactory sort regarding another 
world, even though the spirit was able to dictate every word of the 
message. Suppose one could reason with a wolf, how would it be 
possible to make it realize that there could be satisfaction in. reading 
books or in studying geology? 

There is nothing particularly staggering from the philosophical 
standpoint in the idea that the next life is a subjective one in which 


‘ , 


‘objects ”” themselves are apprehended to be thought-forms,—we 


simply cannot, by virtue of our limitations here, make this seem real. 


Miss A. Y. has been listening to a lecture which she says was de- 
livered by a man with a reputation as a psychologist, attached to a 
University. 


“At one stage of his talk he showed on the screen what he 
termed examples of “automatic memory.” ‘Two of these pictures 
were evidently reproductions from the Proceedings of the A. S. P. R. 
article by the late Dr. Hyslop on the Thompson-Gifford case. The 
pictures in question were the two in which are shown three trees, 
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one by the artist [Gifford] himself, and the other due to “ automatic 
memory ” [of Thompson]. There was no reference whatever to the 
source of these pictures nor to the article nor any reference or clue 
to what they related. 

The reproduction of these two pictures from the Proceedings 
detached from any explanation or subject matter whatever, with no 
single word of reference to the conditions, is grossly misleading and 
unfair. It seems to me a dastardly mean and contemptible thing to 
detach these two reproductions, with no single reference as to their 
origin, and label them examples of “ automatic memory.” 


Not so much heat, dear lady. Have you not learned that it 
passes as quite respectable where certain matters are debated, to 
counter evidence with bare assertions unsupported by no particular 
evidence whatever? It was illegitimate for the artist’s widow to 
testify that Thompson could never have seen her husband’s picture 
of the trees before Mr. Thompson produced his near replica! He 
must have seen it, therefore he did. If readers will look at Figure 
XVIII in Proceedings. Vol. III, representing the original picture by 
Gifford, and at Figure XVII, representing the Thompson drawing, 
they may think it quite a feat of “automatic memory.” The writer 
knows nothing but what Dr. Hyslop tells him in the report, but, 
in preference to the psychologist’s theory in the form of a dictum, 
would suggest that Mr. Thompson burglarized the house at mid- 
night, copied the picture at leisure, and returned it while Mrs. 
Gifford was at breakfast! I have no evidence for this theory and it 
seems an improbable one, but the same is true of the learned psy- 
chologist’s ex cathedra declaration. 


G. W. K. writes as follows: 

“IT have been reading the Journal for two years and I am 
prompted to say I go to it for bread but often get stones. May I 
ask, are you so limited in good material, real spirit evidence, that you 
are obliged to fill the Journal with criticisms of evidence that is not 
evidential, etc. I can find plenty of this without taking the trouble 
to look for it, much less pay for it. What I want, and I doubt not 
I am like many others, is positive evidence of real spirit communica- 
tions, not exposures of fraud and unevidential stuff, of which I 
know, as everybody knows, there is a great abundance. * * * Be- 
lieve me I write this with only the best intentions and with a sincere 
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desire to see the Society accomplish that for which it is founded or 
which it claims there is good evidence for.” 

Such letters are welcome, though the criticisms of one person 
frequently negate those of another. This shows that if our sole 
desire was to please our members we could not please them all, no 
matter what we published. 

But the correspondent is in error. The Society was not founded 
in order to establish spiritistic conclusions, but to investigate certain 
classes of phenomena. Neither is the Society committed to any 
position, though some individuals prominently connected with it are 
personally convinced that spirit communication has been proved. 
Others are not convinced. And none of them are empowered to 
speak in the name of the Society. Even Dr. Hyslop, who was con- 
vinced, as a rule did not make a verdict for his readers in connection 
with his reports of cases. 

It is the wish of the present editor to help educate a group, more 
or less numerous, of persons who may be able properly to estimate 
evidence, and to encourage in them a desire to investigate and report 
cases in a manner that shall be scientifically adequate. Our articles 
dealing with unevidential stuff explain in detail why they are un- 
evidential, and the articles demonstrating fraud are not primarily 
for the purpose of exposing individuals, but for training readers to 
discriminate between the fraudulent and the genuine, which is a 
thing that many intelligent persons fail in for the lack of such 
training. 
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BOOK REVIEWS. 


Problems of Mediumship. By ALLESSANDRO ZYMONIDAS. Pp. XXV. 252. 

London; New York, 1920. 

This volume is not written for psychical researchers. It concerns 
those only who are convinced that man has a soul which survives the 
death of the body and who desire to hold communion with the spirit 
world. The author has a minute knowledge of conditions on “the other 
side” and his warnings will doubtless be heeded by those who believe 
that this information is trustworthy. His description of the elementals 
is particularly horrific and we should not care to see the “ vampires ” 
who “may be seen drifting round a graveyard and hovering over the 
graves, as do the ghouls also. These absorb the inferior vital essence 
that is evaporating from the dead bodies; and, as they absorb it, they 
may be seen to swell up into bulbs—big transparent forms that drink in 
the vital fluids”... (p. 220). They are not allowed, however, to enjoy 
their repast for they are soon “absorbed by some stray vampire that 
comes drifting there in search of its nightly supply.” 

We are glad that “a thunderstorm will kill these elementals in 
crowds” and that “electricity is a useful agent in destroying them.” 
Perhaps the General Electric Company will take the matter up. 


E. J. D. 


Spiritism and Religion. “Can you talk to the dead?” Including a 
study of the most remarkable cases of spirit control. By Baron J. 
LILJENCRANTS. Pp. 296. New York, 1918. 

In the introduction to this volume the author remarks that it is the 
theological side of the inquiry into spiritism that he proposes to pursue 
in the pages that follow, and in the preface, over the signature of the 
Catholic University of America, it is stated that the book has been writ- 
ten in the attempt to adjust the theological verdict on spiritism. We 
shall, however, be disappointed if we expect to find any reasoned and 
careful statements and arguments which help to define the attitude of the 
Church towards psychic phenomena. Of nine chapters, two only can be 
properly said to deal almost exclusively with the question of spiritism as 
related to religion, and these two chapters are quite the least interesting 
in the book. Dr. Liljencrants has given us a good survey of the history 
of modern spiritism and a careful, although perhaps slightly over 
sceptical account of the physical phenomena. In his treatment of mental 
phenomena he naturally leans to the side of the telepathic hypothesis as 
an escape from spirits, although his acquaintance with the literature 
does not seem full enough to enable him to make use of many incidents 
which would lend colour to his theory. Generally speaking the book 
gives us the impression of having been written by a person who had 
come to definite conclusions, but owing to external pressure he has 
been obliged to substitute the conclusions of others for his own. In the 
case of the physical phenomena he seems always glad to be able to fall 
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back on some of the wilder theories of Podmore and when there is no 
such critic handy he discreetly omits any mention of the case in point 
as if he were afraid of trusting to his own judgment. Thus he deals 
boldly with the S. P. R. Naples Report on Palladino with Podmore 
leading him by the hand but is silent on the subject of Baron von 
Schrenck-Notzing’s experiments although Materialisations-Phanomene 
appears in the bibliography. 

As an account of the phenomena of spiritism the book is distinctly 
better than that usually written by ecclesiastics, but we cannot con- 
gratulate the author on his feeble defence of religious opinion nor can 
we understand why he has chosen such curious sub-titles to his work. 


E. J. D. 


Purpose and Transcendentalism. An Exposition of Swedenborg’s Phi- 
losophical Doctrines in Relation to Modern Thought. By H. STANLEY 
ReEDGROVE. E. P. Dutton & Co., New York. Pp. 170 
The admirers of Emanuel Swedenborg make such sweeping claims 

for his work as a seer in many branches of science as well as philosophy 

that many thoughtful people have had a persistent desire to read his 
works, but have been deterred by their many volumes of verbosity and 
vagueness. This little book should serve a useful purpose in stating 
briefly the basic application of Swedenborg’s principal philosophical 
doctrines to modern science. The six chapters treat successively of the 
doctrine of degrees, symbolism, ontology, physics, biology and ethics. 

The doctrine of influx, explained in the chapter on ontology, is 
particularly interesting in its mathematical illustration which is cog- 

nate with Matter, Spirit and Cosmos, by the same author. He finds a 

reconciliation of creationism and evolution by conceiving of them as 

a two dimensional extension—one extension representing time as the 

argument of evolution, the other being an infinite number of perpen- 

diculars thereto along which creative power is carried and made manifest 
at their intersection. 
Gro. H. JoHNson. 


Spiritualism in the Bible. By E. W. ann M. H. Wat is, 83 Stanhope 

Ave., N. 3, London. Undated. Pp. 104. 

This is a commendable little book, evidencing sanity, logic and com- 
mon-sense. It is written by professed Spiritualists, but avoids the faults 
frequently found in books written from that standpoint. It equally 
steers clear of shady modern claims and of attempting unduly to force 
Biblical passages into Spiritualistic moulds. The claim is made out, 
and it is a wonder that anyone can question it, that there is recorded in 
the Bible much phenomena which is akin to phenomena of our own day. 
Indeed, ancient and modern claims in this field must stand or fall 
together. The prophet mediums, the nature of “angels,” the Endor 
seances, the psychic powers of Jesus, the spiritual (occult) experiences 
of Peter, Stephen, Philip, and Paul, Biblical and modern psychic phenom- 
ena, are some of the topics discussed. If the authors had been Ameri- 
cans they doubtless would have declined to quote from Moses Hull, but 
most of the citations are judiciously selected. 


W. F. P. 








